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red dollars of iron laid down in the new | 

you take twenty-four dollars, and give it | 
J . | 
ron manufacturers, most of whom are in || 


| 


hund 
States 
to the ; : 
onnsylyania. 
" Rut f is said that this is a proposition designed | 
to take the dut off railroad iron. It is no such 
roposition. it does not reduce the duty on rail- 
coed iron at all; and I could demonstrate it, al- 
though it is better not to brag in advance of what 
,mancando. I heard of a dog once that could 
have caught a rabbit, if the rabbit had not run 
too fast. [Laughter.] It would have been better 
for the Senator to have bragged after the speech 
was made, and all those things demonstrated. I 
am just as confident as he was, and am very cer- 
tain, that this proposition does not propose to take | 
the duty off railroad iron, The amendmentsim- | 
ily proposes, that any railroad company that will 
acree to transport the mails without any further 
advantage for a term of eight years, shall be al- 
lowed, if they choose to do so, to import iron to 
make their roads. so then, would | 
be asaving to the Post Office Department. The | 
deficiencies in that Department now amount to 
nearly $3,000,000. This proposition would at 
once put an end to that. 

if the Senator could get on the other side of 
this question at all he would see, that if we could 
prevent his constituents from pocketing this dona- 
uon for a few years, we should extend the settle- 
ments of the country as we extended railroads; | 
and we should create a larger demand for iron. | 
The iron producers certainly would not suffer by 
the adoption of this proposition; and the iron 
manufacturers, in my opinion, would not suffer 
byit. I know this reasoning was applied to wool, | 
and various other articles; but whenever you | 
touch iron, it isnot so ‘* mitiron.’’ ‘Those very | 
gentlemen who insisted on applying that reason- | 
ing to other articles, say that iron is a great in- 
terestand cannot be touched. They might sustain | 
that reasoning if they were able to prove, thatas | 
you increase the demand for an article it is better | 
that duty should be levied on it so as to prevent | 
that article from coming into the country. It} 
seems to me to be the veriest heterodox argument | 
that could be used. 

I do not intend to consume the time of the Sen- 
ate further. I hope they will rejeg the amend- | 
ment to the amendment, and then agree to the | 
original amendment, and put the gentleman to the 
execution of his threat that he wil! not yield the | 
floor until he is assured that it will Be voted down. | 

Mr. BIGLER. Mr. President, when this bill | 
was reported to the Senate from the Committee | 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, of which I 
have the honor to be a member, I submitted a | 
brief summary of my objections to its passage; 
and I now rise to say, sir, that the examinations | 
Ihave since given its provisions have only served || 
to confirm the unfavorable impression I had then || 
formed of its character and tendencies. Viewed || 
in all its aspects, itis undoubtedly one of the most i 
objectionable measures that has ever been pre- || 
sented for the consideration of the Senate. As_ 
stated in my dissenting report, it is virtually a | 
proposition to pay a premium to American rail- | 
road companies to use foreign rather thandomestic | 
iron. Such are the inducements which it offers | 








| 


forthe use of foreign iron that no company would | 
take the domestic article at an equal nominal | 
price. For instance, if acompany purchased the | 
domestic article they would have to pay for it in | 
full at the end of a short credit; whereas, if they | 
purchased the foreign article, under the terms of | 
the bill, they would be sure of a very long credit | 
on the thirty per cent. of the amount, and of the 
Opportunity of alternately paying this thirty per 
cent.an mail service, which, even on the seVerest | 
conditions, would be a strong inducement to a | 
needy raiiroad company. Indeed, to many of | 
the roads the transportation of a daily mail of | 
ordinary proportions is of very little account; the | 
additional expenses being scarcel perceptible. 
But I shall show, in addition, before I take my | 
seat, that the real cash value of this service in lieu | 

duties, as compared with contracts now in. 
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| of eight vears ; and that any individual or company so con- 
| tracting and entering into bond and good security, to be 


|! service, to import, without the payment of any other duties, 


| or relaying of such railroad during the continuance of such 
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existence, so far from thirty per cent., does not ex- | found a good place to pat one, and he has come 
ceed ten per cent.; and that so far as the manu- || on to make a contract to carry the mail ona road 
facture in this country is concerned, they might || hereafter to be constructed, and which is to extend 
as well be entirely off, and that it will be little less || from’ Mount Misery to Cape Disappointment, in 
prejudicial for the home manufacture than the || the State of Utah. The Postmaster General 
entire remission of the duty. | ot replies, that he had never heard of that 

As a directory law for the government of the || route before, and he would like to know sonie- 
Post Office and Treasury Departments, I shall ] thing of the necessity for a mail route in that 
show that its provisions are exceedingly compli- || locality, what number of towns or cities it would 
cated, if not impracticable, and that it proposes || accommodate, and what number of inhabitants 
to infringe upon the genera! system of compen- || are found on the line? To these interrogatories 
sating railroad companies for transporting the || A replies, that ‘* There are not any inhabitants on 
mail, as also upon the uniform mode of collecting || that route just now, because it extends through 


| the revenue on foreign imports, and is therefore || the woods, but there will be a great lot of folks 
| a species of special legislation well calculated to 


| there as soon as we begin to build the railroad.”’ 
beget confusion and lead to imposition, if not pal- | And on this point A becomes eloquent, as persons 
pable frauds, upon the Government. Let us look || seeking contracts always do. ‘He shows, to a 
at its provisionsforamoment. Itreadsas follows: || demonstration, that the next generation will need 
a mail route between the points named, and that 
the railroad cannot be constructed without iron. 
The Postmaster General puts on his spectacles, 
looks at the law, and discovers that Congress has 
said, that on this subject he must do (without a 
why or a wherefore) what A and others may de- 
mand; and so isconsummated the farce of a con- 
| tract to carry the mails for eight years over a road 
| not in existence, and to accommodate inhabitants 
residing everywhere except on the line of this 
| fictitious mail route. 
The effect of the proposed law is to take from 
| the Postmaster General all discretion as to the 
necessity for mail service on railroads, and vest 
the right to determine the question in individuals 
and companies, as fast as they may choose to 


“That from, and immediately after, the passage of this 
act, it shall be the duty of the Postmaster General to enter 
into contracts with any individuals or companies who may 
propose to carry the United States mails upon any railroad | 
now finished, in whole or in part, or hereafter to be con- 
structed, not to exceed once daily each way, for the term 


approved by the Postmaster General and Secretary of the 
Treasury, shall be entitled, in full compensation for such 


all the iron necessary to be used in the construction, repair, 


contract.”’ 


The first remarkable feature in this bill is its | 
mandatory tone—*‘ the Postmaster General shall 
enter into contracts,’?&c. The next, and most || 
extraordinary provision, is that which requires 
the Postmaster to regard projected mail roads as || exercise it, one after another, ad infinitum. B 
mail routes, and to make contracts for carrying || this bill it is proposed to declare that every rail- 
the mails over such routes, although not one mile || road now in existence, or partially built, or here- 
of the road be completed. Then, again, it pro- || aftertobe constructed, no matter where formed, how 
vides that railroads hereafter to be constructed || long or how short, whether coal road, or lumber 
can be furnished with all the iron necessary for || road, or passenger road, single or double track, 
construction and repairs, duty free, on condition || whether in a populated country or wilderness, 
only that adaily mail shall be conveyed over such || whether worked by locomotive engines, or sta- 
road without any other charge to the Govern- || tionary engines, or horse power, shall hereafter 
ment. Railroads partially constructed, and need- || be mail routes, and be paid an exorbitant rate 
ing, say half the amount of iron, for the free im- || for mail service, provided only that such roads 
portation of that amount, are to be required to || shall beconstructed offoreigniron. Ifconstructed 
perform a like service, whilst roads already in || of American iron, then the Postmaster General 
existence would only have the right toimport the || may decide that they shall not carry the mail and 
amount necessary for repairs. And yet, sir, it || receive pay for such service. The absence of 
is proposed to make it the imperative a of the || British iron may be fatal to the purposes of such 
Postmaster General to make contracts thus un- || companies; but to make this certain all they have 
equal, and also to take from that officer all discre- || to do is to conclude to lay their road with foreign 
tion as to the necessity for such mail service. It || iron, and then they can have itall their own way, 
is to be obligatory upon him to make contracts || and here is another of the inducements to prefer 
with all * individuals and companies’’ making || iron made out of the country. 
application to him under this law for the trans- ] The tendency of this measure would most cer- 
portation of the mails for eight years, no matter || tainly be to complicate the business in the Post 
where the projected road is to begin or end— Office and Treasury Departments. It proposes 
whether it 1s to extend through a densely popu- || an inroad on the general system of compensation 
lated country, penetrate a wilderness, or cross a || for mail service by railroads, as also a special 
desert. The railroad must be a mail route, and || mode of paying duties on railroad iron. For in- 
receive the compensation, no matter whetherthere || stance, the bill provides that the duties on the 
be ary inhabitants on the line of it or not—the || iron used shall be in full for one daily mail, whilst 
mail-bag, though empty, must go the rounds. || on many of the roads now in existence there are 
Why, Mr. President, this law would answer an || as many as two or three, and in some instances 
admirable purpose for parties constructing coal- || four daily lines. Should the roads hereafter con- 
roads or fumber-roads, intended almostexclusively || structed require more than one daily service, the 
for private or local purposes. They would eagerly || Department would have to make additional con- 
embrace its provisions; they could then get iron || tracts, to be paid in cash out of the Treasury. 
duty free; and as for the mail, that would consist || The roads now in existence, looking to the future 
of an empty bag. Thus coal-roads, with a huge || repairs, may ask to come under this law; double 

ile of the black material for one terminus, and e || track roads would most certainly do so. I ask, 

ole in the ground for the other, would be dignified |} then, who is to determine the necessity for such 
into mail routes. These serpentine institutions, || repairs, and the amount of iron required? A new 
found in the deep ravines of our anthracite region, || set of books would become necessary between 
accessible only from both ends, would attempt || the Treasury and Post Office Departments, and 
the farce of accommodating the public with mails. || additional agents required to administer its pro- 
Why, Mr. President, I can think of nothing in || visions. Mail agents might be placed on every 
the business way more ludicrous than would be || coal and lumber road in the country under this 
the modus operandi of this law’s administration. act, and other and manifold expenditures grow 

Let us look at the picture for a moment, sup- || out of it. I do not care to dwell on this point. 

osing the pending bill to bea law. A presents |/ It is possible the law might be administered in 
himself at the Post Office Department, with a copy || some sensible way; but I shall take this occasion 
of the law in his hand, and demands a contract. || to predict that, if adopted, the act will be the 
The Postmaster General modestly inquires what || occasion for deep regret hereafter; and that the 
railroad A represents? A replies that his com- || importations of foreign iron for the first twelve 
pany has not built any railroad yet, but they have || months after its passage will exceed the whole 
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consumption of the country for two years or more i mile. 
to come; that it will lead to wild experiments, if || 


not frauds, in the introduction of British iron, 
and be accounted a commercial calamity inside of 
cjrhteen months from its date. 

Now, sir, before 1 proceed further in the ex- 
amination of this bill, | wish to say a very few 
words touching the general subject of the tariff, 
and my own views on the question. I am anxious 
to be correctly understood, as well by railroad 
men as by the manufacturers of rail iron, and 
especially by the advocates of a high tariff. Itis 
well known in my own State that I have never 
been the advocate of a high or peculiarly protect- 
ive tariff. My views have not been acceptable 
to the tariff party in the State. I have advocated 
a tariff for revenue only, and so adjusted as to 
bestow the largest share of what incidental aid 


such interests as are most national in their char- 


acteristics, and are best suited to the capacities of |) 


our country,and where the raw material for such 
operation, like iron ore, is so abundant and so 
widely scattered over our country as to give as- 
surance that the home production, in the course 
of time, will equal or exceed the home consump- 
tion. Iron is eminently entitled to this classifi- 
cation. The production of railroad iron isa young, 
now flourishing, and rapidly growing interest, al- 
ready equaling one half the demands of the coun- 
try, though scarcely worthy of note four years 
since; but there can be no greater fallacy than 
the attempt to cherish an interest or branch of in- 
dustry not suited to our country’s resources, our | 


climate, or the habits of the people, by virtue of | 


a tariff; nothing can be more futile or unjust. | 


What I shall contend for, and have contended || 


for, is, that this railroad iron interest, and the 


of industry, shall continue to occupy their present 
relative position to other interests in the scale of 
duties, and if the duties must be reduced, that it 
shall be done in the same ratio. I shall notagree 
that the iron interest, or any other, shall be spe- | 
cially oppressed. Butletthissuffice for the present. 

Now, sir, I wish to trace the provisions of this 
bill a little further; and I must beg the attention 
of the Senate, for my object is to arrest this meas- 
ure more than to speak to the country. 

I allege,sir, that, under the proposed law, rail- | 
road companies would receive a most exorbitant | 
compensation for transporting the mails; and if 
no other objection to the bill could be found, it 
should be rejected on this ground alone. 

The total distance of mail transportation per 
annum, by all modes, is put in the report of the 
Postmaster General at 71,357,897 miles. By rail- 
roads, at 21,809,296 miles. 

It also appears that there are two hundred and 
ninety-eight mail routes by railroad, on which the 
compensation for mail transportation is as fol- | 
lows, to wit: 

On 91 routes it exceeds $150 per mile; on 69 


routes it ranges from $100 to $150 per mile; on 50 || 


routes it exceeds $50, and is under $100; on 85 
routes it is under $50 per mile. 

On 16 routes the service amounts to 18 trips 
aod upwards per week; on J]22 routes, 12 to 14 


per week.. The average for single dail 


report, 
abstract therefrom of the cost as to the State of 
New York: 


il ioe No. trips . Cost 
New York. per foot Distances. per mile. 

Sulferns to Piermont..... 6 18 miles. $42 86 || 
New York to Chatham Four 

SPOUMOTS ss wi cves cevcasscse 6 130) 42 8&6 
New York to Greenport .... 6 lwwL + 49 00 | 
Newburg to Chester........ 6 19 « 42 86 | 
Plattsburg to Canada line... 6 93 42 86 
Rouse's Point to Ogdensburg. 6 1g «(« 42 86 | 
Sackett’s Harbor tw Pierpont 

RRRREEs Kanicvccv0evercecce 6 184“ 42 86 
Ratavia to Attica......... oo 6 i 50 00 
Buffalo to Lewiston........ 6 9 « 


Now let us look into the rate of compensation 
proposed in this bill as compared with rates al- 
ready presented; and with the view the better to 
illustrate the results on this point, I will present | 
ils practical workings as to railroads “ hereafter | 
to be constructed,”’’ for itis for the benefit of such 
that the bill is mainly intended. 

The weight of iron for a single track and sidings | 
may be safely placed at one hundred tons per 
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On all the railroads now in existence, it 
exceeds ninety-one tons per mile; but experience 


| is demonstrating the economy and expediency of 
heavy iron. The price of foreign iron imported | 
since 1840, has varied from $53 96 to $32, going || 


down one year, by an extraordinary fluctuation, 


/as low as $25 36, but standing steadily, during 
the last three years, at $42 50, $38 60, and $39 70; || 
average, for the last three years, $40 25; and I 
shall take that as the standard by which to make | 


my calculations: 

Veight of iron for one mile......100 tons. 
Cost of iron for one mile, at $40.....94,000 
Amount of duty at 30 per cent...... 1,200 
It thus appears that the compensation per mile 

for eight years would be $1,200, or $150 per mile 


| annually; whilst the present rate, for single day 
| service, does not exceed an average of fifty dol- 
may justly result from it to home productions, to | 


lars per mile. 

But this is not all. So soon as contracts are 
made, under the proposed law, contractors can 
import iron duty free, though not one mile of the 
road be laid down. The compensation is thus 


advanced for an indefinite period; and we must | 
| add the interest on this advance in order to show 
| the total compensation. [assume that itis reason- 
| able to count the interest for four years—that this | 
| advance will average that length of time at least: 


Interest on $1,200 for four years at six per 
ih... contne rns orebeetencesecnathnrni Cae 


| Making a total of... -$1,488, or $186 per annum. 


Nor is this the entire picture. This is the com- 


| pensation fora railroad of single track; but parties | 


contracting under this law would have the right 
to import for a double track just as well as for 
a single one. In such cases, the compensation 
per mile, for eight years, would be $2,400, which, 


| added to the interest on the advance, would make 
iron interest generally, and all similar branches || 


a total of $2,976 per mile, or $372 per annum. 
On the principles of this bill, to illustrate fur- 
ther, the company owning the road from Corning 
to Batavia, New Weck boas one hundred miles, 
might receive annual compensation as a single- 
track road $18,600 instead of its present pay of 


| $4,286; and as a double track, $37,200. 


At this rate, single daily service over all the 
railroads now employed in transporting the mails 
would amount to the enormous sum of $3,780,07 


,and for twice a day, to $7,560,176; whilst the 


whole expenditures of the Post Office Department 
for A. D. 1856, amounted to but $10,405,286, and 


| the compensatign to railroads to $2,451,472. 


And more still: the most of the railroads have 


| the right to lay any number of lateral roads from 


five to eight miles long, and under this bill the 
iron therefor would be imported free of duty. 


| What amount this would require no one can 
| foretell. 
| becomes a hydra-headed monster. 
| of Schuylkill, Pennsylvania, through which but 


In our anthracite coal region a railroad 
In the county 


two main stems pass, not exceeding one hundred 
and twenty miles in length, on which the mails are 
carried, there are more than seven hundred miles 
of rails laid down and in use, mainly branch and 
lateral roads. Suppose the proposed law had 


| been applicable to these two main stems, how 


could the Postmaster General have determined 


| what amount of iron their respective owners had 
trips per week; on 157 routes, from 6 to 7 times || 
service || 
is about $50 per mile, as shown in table E of that || 
By way of illustration let me submit an || 


a right to import? How could he decide ds to 
sidings, lateral and branch roads? The owners 
would have shown-hat all were legitimate and 
indispensable to the purposes of the main roads. 


|| Under this law we should need a new officer of 
| the Government who might aptly be termed the 
‘*national railroad superintendent.”’ 


The bill is also applicable to railroads now in 
existence or partially constructed, and it is im- 
possible to show what rate of compensation such 
would receive. It might not be half, one third, or 


_ one fifth of the compensation to roads hereafter to 
_ be constructed. 


It absolutely requires the Post- 
master General to make contracts, if made at all, 
at very unequal rates for the same service. Take, 
for instance, the railroad routes now in existence, 
making an aggregate length of twenty thousand 
three hundred and twenty-three miles, on which 
the mails are now transported daily, Sundays 
excepted, or oftener. They will all need iron for 
repairs and relaying. The duration of English 
iron on a fairly-worked road may be placed at ten 
years, and American iron at eleven years; and the 
compensation to such roads, under the pendi 
bill, would not be more than twenty per cent. o 
that paid to new roads, unless, indeed, they 
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| railroad company makes a contract with the P 


| the iron. 


| return of so much of the duties already pa 
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claimed the right to import for reconstructic 

which they might do. ete again, difficultie; 
are found in the way of the administration of _ 
proposed law. Who is to determine the amount 
of iron necessary for repairing and relaying? A 
master General under this law, and immediatel : 
orders an importation of iron sufficient to me 
their entire road. The question is raised as to 
the use of it by the Postmaster General. Ty, 
company claim that they intend to relay theie 
entire road during the eight ears, and must od 
Such roads would stand almost equal 
with new roads. There is still another class of 
roads that could take advantage of this law—] 
mean roads of single track, intended to become 
double. For such, iron could be imported for a 
second track. This would doubtless be followed 


by an application from all other railroads for , 


id ag 
would be necessary to place them on an equal 
footing with new roads. 

As I said at the commencement of my remarks 
this measure is calculated to lead to endless cop. 
fusion and complication and disputes in the Post 
Office Department, if not to palpable frauds on 
the Government. 

As for the bonds proposed to be given for the 
mail service, the proposition is hardly entitled to 
respect. ‘The Government has been taking such 


| bonds, and the parties forfeiting them, from the 


beginning; but who ever heard of the collection 
of a large bond on such contracts? It has been 
well remarked that a bond to the Government for 
more than $50,000 is not worth the parchment on 
which it is written. The bonds provided for are 
the delusive part of the scheme. They would be 
ropes of sand. Let the Government fight rail- 
road companies in courts, and, my word for it, 
she will have the worst of it. 

Mr. President, I have no patience with a prop- 
osition so unwise and unjust. It is the wrong 
way of doing awrongthing. If the iron interest 
must be opjressed or abandoned to aid railroad 
corporations, let it be done openly and boldly. 
Let it have, at least, the merit of an easy execu- 
tion. Let it not be done in a mode so trouble- 
some to allconcerned. Why embarrass the Post 
Office and Treasury Departments by special in- 
roads upon a general system of business prac- 
ticedineach? If it be proper to refund the duties 
already paid on railroad iron, or to remit them 
hereafter, or to give railroad companies a credit 
of five to eight years on the iron they import, let 
it be done directly and expressly. Do not for 
that reason cOmplicate the transportation of the 
mails, Do not on that account force the Postmas- 
ter General to pay double as much as is just on 
some roads, and iste him of extending equal 
benefits to others. If railroad enterprise be so 
languid in this country that it must appeal to Con- 
gress for special aid, let the burden fall equally 
upon all. Iron is not the only article entering 
into the consumption of railroads. The iron is 
less than one third the cost of a completed rail- 
road. The balance is nearly all labor, Why not 
take the duty off the sugar, coffee, cassimeres, 
cloths, and other goods consumed by the laborers 
and mechanics whe build your railroads, in order 
that they may work the cheaper? Why not take 
the duty off the silks and wines consumed by 
railroad officers, so that they may take less sal- 
aries, and thus aid in the construction and main- 
tenance of the road, reducing the cost of con- 
struction, of travel, and of the transmission of the 
mails to all corners of the country? The duties 
on iron being part of general system should stand 
or fall with that system. : 

There is nothing in the aspect of the two inter- 


| ests concerned that justifies this demand upon the 


iron interest for railroad enterprise. We have 
more railroads now than all the world beside. 
Railroad enterprise has outstripped nearly every 
other. In some instances it has overleaped the 
bounds of prudence. If the iron interest were as 
well advanced we should have had no occasion 
for this bill. And yet, sir, there is no interest In 
the country more legitimate. The manufacture 
of iron is peculiarly adapted to our country. We 
have inexhaustible amounts of the raw material, 
found in widely-separated parts of the country— 
being abundant in Pennsylvania, Virginia, Mary- 
land, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, and 10 
Michigan. 
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But it is said that the Government has done a '! the Treasury Department, exclusive of duties, | 


eat deal to foster and aid railroad iron, and | 
something should be done to encourage railreads. | 
[deny that the Government is now doing any- || 
thing directly for railroad, or any other iron in- | 
terest. ‘The Government hae its revenue system, 
under which foreign iron, together with a large 
class of other articles, is charged a duty of thirty 
yer cent. The Government gets the money, be- 
cause it must have it to pay its expenses; and the 
jron enjoys the incidental aid. But the same re- | 
lation exists between the Government and nearly 
every other interest in the country, and I am sure 
it will not be pretended that the iron interest is 
the least meritorious. 

But, sir, I intend to show that the Government | 
has given more acres of land to railroad compa- 
nies or aid in the construction of railroads, than 
the railroads have paid dollars of duty into the 
Treasury on their iron! I shall show, also, that 
the land thus donated is worth more money than 
all the railroad iron on which duties have been | 

aid! I shall also make it appear that the rail- | 
roads to which vast donations of land were made 
jast summer, can and will most certainly become || 
the principal beneficiaries under the proposed law. 
Not content with getting the land which belonged 
to all the States, they now ask additional bounty. 


Statement of amount of Land, in acres, granted to railroad 
companies, and to ai railroads, with the estimated value in 








money. Estimated 
State. Date of act. Acres. value Total. 
per acre. 
Illinois......Sep. 20,1850 2,595,052 $2 59 $6,487,632 || 
June 10, 18522 4 935 495 9 50 538.587 || 
Missouri. } Feb. 9, 1853 815, 2 5 4,538,587 || 
(Sep. 20,1850 419,528 250 1,048,820 || 
y May 17, 1856 | 
Alabama... June 3, 1856$ 1,213,390 250 3,033,475 || 
| Aug. 11, 1856 1} 
Sep. 20, 1850° = 737,130 250 1,842,825 || 
Mississip i} Aug. 11, 1856 950,400 2:50 = 2,376,000 
Louisiana. } 2° 3) 18983 1,602,560 250 4,006,400 
Michigan....June 3, 1856 3,096,000 250 7,740,000 | 
Arkansas....Feb. 9,1853 1,465,297 250 3,663,242 
Florida ..... May 17,1856 1,814,400 250 = - 4,536,000 | 
JOwA e000 May 15,1856 3,456,000 250 8,640,000 | 
Wisconsin ..June 3,1856 1,622,800 250 4,057,000 | 
MUD occ knccscctecsecsceegyetyee $51,969,982 || 


I have made this calculation of the value of the 
lands at the rate of $2 50 per acre. My best judg- |, 
ment is that double that sum will be realized. I 
have observed that Illinois lands are advertised at 
rates ranging from five dollars to twenty-five dol- 
lars per acre. At five dollars per acre these lands 
will yield the enormous sum of $103,939,964. 

Now, let us look at the other side of the picture. 
The following table exhibits the quantity and 
value of railroad iron imported into the United | 
States, annually, from 1831 to 1856, inclusive, || 
the amount of duties which accrued thereon, and || 
the aggregate quantity, value, and duty for the | 
whole period: 








Period. Quantity. Value. Duty. 
Jan. 1, 1831, to 
June 30, 1839....129,966 10 2 Notreturned. $3,597,660 24 || 
1340.... 29,091 18 0 $1,569,844 549,241 72 || 
1841.... 23,253 9 0 1,064,960 503,758 90 | 
1842.... 24,970 00 1,093,070 483,857 00 | 
1843.... 9,654 18 0 358,921 195,879 83 | 
1844.... 15,577 40 446,732 389,430 00 | 
1845.... 21,812 90 637,514 545,311 25 | 
1846.... 5,897 30 981,077 115,875 93 
1847.... 13,536 13 0 680,438 204,131 40 || 
1848.... 29,489 90 1,219,185 365,755 50 || 
1849..., 69,163 50 2,252,246 675,673 80 || 
1850....142,036 13 0 3,738,034 1,121,410 20 | 
1851....188,625 16 0 4,901,452 1,470,435 60 | 
1852....245,625 100 —6,228,7 1,868,638 20 || 
1853....298,995 40 10,426,037 3,127,811 10 | 
1854... 282,866 19 0 12,020,309 3,606,092 70 
1855....127,915 70 4,993,900 1,498,170 00 | 
1856....155,495 16 0 6,179,280 1,853,784 00 | 
Drawback deducted, from 1839 to 1845... 6,373,300 00 





Total amount of duties in the Treasury... $15,799,617 37 





1,813,974 32 58,091,793 $22,172,917 i 
| 
| 


_Thus it will be seen that the Government has 
given 20,787,993 acres of land to aid in the con- | 
struction of railroads; whilst the total amount of 
duties collected and retained in the Treasury, on 
railroad iron, so much the subject of complaint | 
in certain quarters, is but $15,799,617, bein 
raction over an acre and a quarter for every dol- 
lar of duty paid. 

The a of railroad iron imported into 
ue country from the beginning up to the present | 
ume, as shown by av tonytles statement from | 





was $58,091,793; making, with the duties paid | 


and retained, $73,891,410. 


| 


The total value of the lands given for railroad | 


urposes, valued at five dollars per acre, as shown 


y the foregoing statement, is not only double | 
and treble the amount of duties paid on the im- | 
ported iron, but exceeds the amount of duties | 


/and the total value of the iron by more than 


thirty millions of dollars. 
More than fifteen millions of acres of land have 


been granted for railroad purposes dfring the | 


|| present Congress. And it must be obvious that 


the railroad companies enjoying this vast bounty | 
would become, in addition, the principal benefici- | 


aries under ‘he bill now pending. Complaints as 


to the incidental protection given to the manufac- | 


|| turers of railroad iron by our revenue laws comes 
| with a bad grace from such quarters. 


I have no | 


means of ascertaining the facts; but I am just as | 


confident as a man can be of any proposition not 


susceptible of demonstration, that if the truth | 
could be shown, the States receiving this large | 


body of lands have paid into the Treasury less 


} 
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than twenty per cent. of the meager amount of 
duties realized from railroad iron, as already | 


shown. And yet it is insisted that the settled 


| policy of the Government shall be disturbed, and 


a cherished branch of national industry paralyzed, 
if not crushed, to stimulate the construction of 
railroads. Sir, the constructian of railroads is a 
just and necessary enterprise. Railroad facilities 
have added millions upon millions to the wealth 
of our country, and have advanced all the ends 
of civilization, and greatly enlarged the prodac- 
tive capacity of the nation. i 


But no interest has | 


been more cherished; none has enjoyed near so | 


large a share of credit and generous confidence. 
No other enterprise has accomplished so much 


|| with so small an améunt of real capital. Indeed, | 
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The mills at Cleveland and Detroit have just 
gone into operation, and are said to be of a ca- 
pacity equal to 10,000 or 12,000 tons per annum. 
Several other mills would have been established 
at more distant western points, where they are 
greatly needed, as at Chicago and St. Louis, had 
sufficient confidence been felt in the stability of 
the present legislation, Three rolling mills at 
St. Louis of capacity respectively of 6,000, 3,000, 
and 1,000 tons, would have been provided with 
apparatus for rolling rails, but for the same ap- 
prehension, 

The production of railroad iron in Great Britain 
is about four times that of the United States. The 
total iron production of that country per annum 
amounts to about three millions of tons, and the 
production of the United States to about one mil- 
lion. Great Britain and Ireland has 8,480 miles 
of railroad, and the United States 21,690 miles. 
Which of these interests needs aid and stimulant 
—the manufacture of iron, or the construction of 
railroads? The annexed tables show that we 
have excelled all Europe in the construction of 
railroads: 

Railroads in existence in 1856. 





Great Britain and Ireland.............5. o++ee 8,480 miles, 
PRE a ccabs ve seaces trace Gas nenkes cesecestemmue '™ 
Austria and Germany...... ecccee seven ces sO .Qu0 
RUGS iintns 04:00:00,06ds veuicdtowite Std ne KTS 2,450 
Ris cnnctnen.qandusnnsereedtenieeaiene 1,350 
Prussia ..... 6 €0Geee Nenees kbes Oo tectembe~nes 620 
Italy, Tuscany, and Sardinia.,......ccsesees 290 
BPG eceviccccewedd cksvee cbecee coessd vedere 70 
Denmark, Sweden, Switzerland, and the rest 

Of BMLODG vic 6.0.00 00.00,02:00:00 ereveccaces 0.0 ieee 000 

22,410 


In the United States at the same date, as | find 
from the annexed tables, and other authentic 
sources, there were 24,476 miles in operation, or 
2,066 miles more than in all Europe ! 











| lenis : ie ; eee | Mileage, Mileage, Inerease, 
sir, ae ne have — cep Fmae 0 States. Jan. 1, 1856, Jan. 1, 1857. last year. 
| gn | _ on nat vert Pas to the ares oO , 1 Dee es . 422.2 442.9 90.0 
all other Inte rests. 1@ Iron manutacturer or New Hampshire.... 645.5 645.5 0.0 
merchant, forced into market to raise money, || Vermont........... 515.6 515.6 0.0 
usually finds his principal competitor in some || Massachusetts...... 1,267.1 1,235.6 78.5 
railroad corporation, hawking its, bonds about at | js Teland....... eis 85.4 7.0 
f; fifty to seventy-five cents the dollar || Connecticut........ 596.2 600.9 AT 
rom hity to seventy-ive cents on the dollar. 1 OW Batic cas execs 2,668.2 2,700.9 32.7 
But now, sir, | wish to show what progress || New Jersey..... ~.. 448.3 472.3 24-0 
| weare making in the manufacture of railroad iron; | Pennsylvania....... 2,037.8 2,407.1 = 
and also to exhibit the relation that the home | en a4 tet RASH 86.0 120.0 =e 
: : ° Maryland .......+++ 371 8 397.8 26.0 
production bears to the entire consumption, and || Virgim. 0.0.0.0... 1,252.1 1,479.7 297.6 
to the imported article; | North Carolina...... 483.0 612.0 129.0 
RAILROAD IRON IN THE UNITED STATES. South Carolina...... 677. 706.4 29.0 
Tons produced Consumption, on the | eet? aren ona ee oe 
in the basis of 100 tons per Deficit. Alabs . np iano a) 3 317. r4 484 . 167.0 
United States. mile of new road. Mis ‘issip vi ee 254.8 410.0 155 2 
1853... . 100,000 264,900 2,649 miles. 164,900 || Louisiana 215 963.5 42.0 
Pens ces 0% 110,000 273,600 2,736 «“ 14 it. "6.0 “57.0 51.0 
1855......+. 125,000 200,100 2,001 75,100 | Tennessee eee ane 365.8 508.6 142.8 
1856........150.000 343,000 3,430 « 193,009 Kentucky..-..... +. 197.9 306.7 108.8 
Imported rails, Annual || Oltid o...00ccccns » 2,641.1 2,869.7 223.6 
reported by Treasury stock of || Indiana.........0++ 1,438.2 1,306.8 368.6 
Department. railiron. || Michigan..........- 470.5 600.5 130.0 
1853.......-100,009 298,995 398.995 || Illinois........0e-.-2,185.3 2,524.6 389.3 
Co Sere 110,000 288.866 398.866 || Wisconsin.......... 276.4 629.9 353.5 
1 1G occ ce ncdOue 127,915 QO GIS || 1OWES ccow.cose vesces 83.0 253.0 165.0 
1856........150,000 155,995 305,995 || Missouri .....++00s 144.3 139.7 45.4 
Stock (sur- California, ......... 22.5 22.5 0.0 
Consumption. Annual stock. plus) on hand, | 7 cS ain aa a any 
1853... «.++264,900 398,995 134,095 Grand total... ..21,000.4 4,476.4 3072 
1854........273,600 398,866 125,266 eigen at] Te a 
1855. o00000 200,100 252,915 52,815 | Progress of Railroads. 
| 1856.......-343,000 305,995 " || Years. Miles. Years. e Miles. 
* Deficiency of 37,005. S| IGRB as c ck tdetwevcivns DF 16D. viccccocecsvvers Shee 
The following table exhibits the points at which | aa cane aes oo oes = ess On ee a 
| railroad iron is now made in the United States, || jag 077g reas ae 
and the quantity manufactured by each establish- || 1832........... svctees BI Ii Wav irs .« 5,336 
tin the vears BGSB is cee cous coosescn GOO | BBD ice ceivvses . 5,682 
mee vn 1854, 1955: 1856, || 196000000000 TOR MOODS. ices dvecsenei 6,350 
South Boston, Massachusetts..... 15,000 15,000 15,000 | 1835. seeeoevccescsosoee 918 1850. eeereres 7,355 
Troy, Mawr wee oo EL 4,000 10.000 13,000 | 1836. eee eeeeeneee steer 1,102 GBR aU cndbsd vea'e css 'S ),090 
Trenton, New Jersey De ee fh 10,000 10,000 15,000 1837 eeereeeeees eeeee -1LAI2 1852... eee weer ** 11,63) 
Montour, Danville, Pa............ 16,856 19,000 22,000 || 1835..... . 1,846 1853.......4..4.- vo 13,379 
Rough and Ready, Danville, Pa... 4,500 5,000 5,000 | — teeeees veveeesL G20 WBA. cece cere eee es 16,038 
Lackawana, Scranton, Pa........J0,982 13,000 16,000 on tteeeees ++-2,167 1855...... ete e res 
Phenix, thirty miles above Phila- . an ews deve 3,319 1 Wiseveeseccereees 24 068 
delphia, Pa............ sever es13,688 14,500 15,000 OFZ ccceccces eeeeece oDyOIB 1ST. occ cove vt cece -B4,476 
Safe Harbor,;on the Susquehanna, Number of Miles built each Five Years. 
acide ian alt aaa atte 10,175 10,607 10,5°0 || saa 99 tn anemae am 
Palo Alto, at Potsville, Pa........ . IE Rig | Ee ag aoa cose i eA a een @ane. 
Pottsville, on the Schuylkill, Pa... 1,676 1,700 8 |) Seek ane a dnd eee ee 
Cambria, Johnstown, a es j 1,806 11,009 8,000 HOR eee ee mes Ee GRE anes ° 
— aaneve Pittsburg, Pa., oe 600 see | I have always held the opinion, Mr. President, 
tienen ciémens nea . 3,80. 2 5090 || “15 ; . , ewernreons 
Mount Savage, Cumberland, Md.. 7,000 7,500 12,000 || that coey of - policy of the G ae aes 
Crescent, Wheeling, Virginia..... 7,000 9,000 9,000 || #4 to the rate of duty on foreign articles coming 
Washington, Wheeling, Virginia.. 4,500 5,000 3,000 | in competition with our home productions, was 
ee A Virginia.... sae ame “7a almost as essential as the nature of that policy. 
ortsmouth, Ohio....... ceeseces 4s ’ xng |, Nothing is so paralyzing as instability. The pro- 
Cleveland, Ohi0......¢0scceeeeee. - - 1 1 ; : 2 : a 
Detroit, Michigan...... Seats 17500 |, duction of iron is a heavy business, requiring a 
Covington, Kentucky......++.++: - - | large amount of capital, and several years of time 
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to give it full effect. This is peculiarly the case 
as to railroad iron; and hence the timidity, tardi- 
ness, with which capital isinvested. Forinstance, 
capitalists may be entirely willing to commence 
new works under a given policy of the Govern- 
ment, butare restrained because of the uncertainty 
of the perpetuity of that policy. That feeling has 
manifestly restrained the production of railroad 
iron. Statesmen even often forget that their care- 
less denunciation of a given policy inflicts great 
injury upon cherished interests. Senators have 
to-night threatened the manufacturers of railroad 
iron with free trade. Some capitalists will become 
alarmed at this; and hence it is, sir, that I have 
felt disposed to place duties at such reasonable 
rates as will give quiet to the subject for years. 
This we have already done, and here the matter 
should rest. If Senators will aid and facilitate the 
production of railroad iron by good assurances, 
the increased home production will soon reduce the 
price; but it is ungenerous to paralyze it by con- 
stant threats, and at the same time complain of 
its tardy growth. For some years it has grown 
with nuied rapidity; and I believe it will con- 
tinue togrow ale the twenty-four percent. duty, 
if that policy can rest undisturbed for a series of 
eight or ten years, No observing man has failed 
to notice the uneasiness of the English manufac- 
turers on this subject. They have taken alarm at 
the competition which they find in the American 
production. The following discussion, which has 
appeared in a leading English paper, and with 
which I shall close my argument, reflects that 
apprehension most significantly: 


* Wo.ivernampron, November 21.—No change for the 
better can be reported in the iron trade. The close of the 
Baltic ports has cut off, for the present, one of the chief 
sources whence orders have for some time come, and, in 
consequence, the supply of orders is very small, and the 
works are in many cases only in partial operation. The 
prospect for the ensuing winter is, that the men will be only 
partially employed, and that a good deal of distress will, in 
consequence, be experienced, as there is no probability of 
an improved demand before spring. The causes which have 
led to this depression it is not difficult to indicate. In the 
yeer 1853, and the early part of 1854, an immense demand 
came from America, which was concurrent with a very as 
tonishing increase in the import into that country of all 
kinds of British produce, that the exports from this country 
rose from £ 16,567,737 in 1852 to £23,658,427 in 1853. 

“Such a sudden increase could hardly tail to be followed 
by a reaction; and the deficient crop of 1854 rendered that 
reaction a commercial crisis, which was most seriously felt 
in America, and which was hardly less severely felt in this 
district. 
greatly diminished consumption of our iron, and a reduc- 
tion of stocks to the lowest point, in the United States and 
Canada, were expected to have brought extensive orders 
during the present year ; but this anticipation has been dis 
appointed. This district has been largely supplied with 
orders for war purposes as long as the war lasted, and since 
that time, for the Continent, including the countries both 
in the Baltic and the Mediterranean ; considerable orders 
having, also, been received from Indian railways. From 
America the orders have been scanty ; and the exports from 
the port of Liverpool—from which all the produce of this 
district for North America is shipped—show that in 1854, 
the export of all kinds of iron, pig and manufactured, from 
that port for the United States and Canada, amounted to 
243,148 tons ; in 1855, it fell to 135,069 tons ; and to the end 
of October, in the present year, it was only 143,800 tons ; 
which, adding the full proportion for the remaining two 
winter months, (during which the exports are likely to be 
less.) shows scarcely any increase this year from the very 
reduced exports of 1855. 

* During the present year the prices of iron in America 
have been steadily declining; best brands having fallen 
about five dollars, and inferior qualities from seven and a 
half to ten dolfars during the year. In the last three years 
the make of iron in America has very largely increased ; 
from 1853 to 1855, the annual production is believed to have 
been doubled, or to have increased from five hundred thou- 
sand tons toone million tons, and thatitis since increasing 
at fully two hundred thousand tons per annum. This in- 
crease is ascribed to the high prices prevailing in this country 
since 1853, which have admitted ofthe Americans, with their 
heavy duties, competing with our iron in their own markets. 
In fact, so far is this competition said to have gone, that 
native-made iron, which has hitherto been confined to the 
region west of the Alleghanies, is now making its way into 
the eastern States, and even to the Atlantic ports. 

* These facts have led some interested in the trade to the 
conclusion that it would be sound policy for the Stafford- 
shire ironmasters to reduce the prices next quarter day 
two pounds per ton, with a view to regain the command of 
the American market. and to get rid of the competitors who 
are supplanting English iron in the United States. Doubt- 
less, it the price of iron could be reduced to that extent for 
some considerable period, it would ruin many of the Amer- 
ican manufacturers, and would, for a time, open the way 
to a large demand ‘ 
speak of the fairness, of such a course, however, appears 
open lo grave question. 

« There apeens little doubt that a reduction of one pound 
per ton must be declared next quarter-day, and as little that 
@ proportionate reduction must be effected in the work- 
men's w . Should a further reduction take place, a still 

er reduction in would be necessary; and this 
extremely undesirable, especially with the probability of 


for English iron. The policy, not to | 
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The splendid crops in 1855 and this year, with a | 





| provisions remaining at high prices ; and it is hardly likely 
| that it could be effected, as the general trade of the coun- 
try, and the prevalent high wages in most branches, would 
probably prevent the success of any attempt to reduce wages 
to the extent such a fall of prices would render necessary. 
Again, while the exports to the west of the Atiantic from 
Liverpool have been so small, it by no means follows that 
this applies to the Scotch, the Ww elsh, and the North of 
England ports; and if the price of best quality of Stafford- 
shire iron were reduced, the result would be to give the 
producers of iron in those districts, and the makers of in- 
ferior iron here, the rates of our best iron, as the first-class 
makers could not supply the increased demand which such 
a reduction would probably lead to. The result would be, 
if wages were so reduced, that the first-class makers could 
make iron at ihese rates ata profit, and those who produced 
an inferior article, which they would be able to sell at the 
same, or nearly the same, rates, would realize still larger 
profits, and a great increase in the means of production 
would be the consequence, new works would spring up, 
new firms start, and thus the way would be paved for an- 
other crash, when this artificial stimulus ceased té operate. 
The approximation of the prices of inferior to those received 


for first-class iron in times of great demand, isa factamply | 


proved by past experience, and not a mere conjecture, 
** But there is another point to be looked at. Such an 


attempt to destroy the American manufacturer would create | 


much heartburning in the States, and might lead to a loud 
demand for an increase of the present very heavy import 
duties ; which, ifit did not prevail, would, at any rate, oper- 
» ate powerfully to prevent the reduction of the present ex- 
cessive duties on iron imported into that country. The true 
policy appears to be to fix prices at such a point as will 


secure a steady demand, and not attempt by artificial com- || 
binations to crush rivals ; for there are laws which govern || 


trade, and which will immediately cause such attempts to 
recoil upon their anthors.”’ 

** November 29: Again, the figures I gave last week show 
how greatly the American demand—so important an ele- 
mentin the trade of South Staffordshire—has fallen offsince 
1854. These facts must prove to the most obstinate that 
there is a rea! depression in the Staffordshire iron trade, so 
that the two facts coexisting have to be reconciled.”’ 

** December 13: A considerable improvement has taken 
place in the demand for iron throughout the country. Sales 
are not pressed to the extent they were, and orders are more 
freely given out. The demand from the United States, 

| however, has not been nearly so great as had been antici- 
pated for the last six months ; the orders trom that quarter 
have been one continued disappointment. The American 
merchants congratulate themselves on the position of the 
English market, prices being just high enough to enable 
their own ironmasters to supply the market to the full ex- 
tent of their production. A general reduction in England 
is absolutely necessary to prevent the undesirable extension 
of the iron manufacture in the United States.”’ 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 10, nays 38; as follows: — - 

YEAS — Messrs. Adams, Clay, Fitzpatrick, Iverson, 
Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, Reid, Thompson of Ken- 
tucky, Toombs, and Yulee—10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Bright, 
Brodhead, Brown, Collamer, Crittenden, Douglas, Durkee, 
Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Fitch, Foot, Foster, Geyer, Green, 
Houston, Hunter, James, Nourse, Pearce, Pratt, Pugh, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Thomson of New 


Jersey, Toucey, Trumbull, Wade, Weller, Wilson, and | 


Wright—-38. 

So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
now is on the amendment of the Senator from 


Mississippi, on which the yeas and nays have | 


been demanded. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 


taken, resulted—yeas 2], nays 28; as follows: S 


YEAS — Messrs. Adams, Biggs, Brown, Clay, Dodge, 


Fitzpatrick, Green, Gwin, Houston, Iverson, Johnson, | 
Jones of Tennessee, Pugh, Reid, Rusk, Sebastian, Thomp- | 


son of Kentucky, Toombs, Trumbull, Weller, and Yulee— 
21. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Bright, | 
Brodhead, Collamer, Crittenden, Durkee, Fessenden, Fish, | 


Fitch, Foot, Geyer, Hale, Hunter, James, Mason, Nourse, 


Pearce, Pratt, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, Thomson of New 


Jersey, Wade, Wilson, and Wright—2s. 
So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. ALLEN. This morning an amendment 
was offered from the Committee on the District 


of Columbia to this bill for establishing a ferry at | 
hat | 
amendment was withdrawn in favor of a propo- | 


the Long Bridge, which is now impassable. 


sition to appropriate $15,000 for repairing the 
bridge, thie was rejected. I ask that the ori- 
inal amendment be now taken upand acted upon. 
t is to establish a steam ferry until the bridge at 


Georgetown, for which an appropriation has been | 


made, shall be in a suitable condition for travel. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the following amendment, offered by the 
Senator from Rhode Island: 


For the establishment of a steam ferry, under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Interior, over the Potomac, at 
the site of the Long Bridge, according to estimates furnished 
by the Commissioner of Public Buildings and Grounds, the 
sum of $63,000, 


Mr. REID. Itis very important, I think, inas- 
much as it has been determined that a bridge shall 
be constructed at the. aqueduct, that some com- 
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munication should be kept up across the river 


|| until that bridge is completed; because if you do 


not make some provision, the means of ¢ 
nication must be cut off. It is also due, I think 
to the company who have invested their money 
and individuals who have invested their all in 
_ the construction of a railroad, that some means 
of communication should be keptup. These gen- 
_tlemen, with a commendable public spirit, have 
invested their money in a aiken. f you cut 
| off the means of communication, many of them 
must be ruined. In addition to that, the city of 
| Washington has a large sum invested. I hope 
|| we shall have at least a provision for temporar 
|| communication. I therefore offer an amendment 
|| to the amendment. 
|| Mr. ALLEN. If the honorable Senator insists 
‘| on that, I withdraw the original amendment. 
Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senator will insist 
| on it. 
‘| Mr. REID. Letit be read. 


ommu- 


Perhaps the Sen- 

| ator from Rhode Island will not object to it. 

|, The Secretary read as follows: 

“And the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized to 

|| grant the right of way over said ferry to any railroad com. 

\| ee. running between Washington city and Alexandria, 
| Virginia, for such compensation to be paid by said company 
in money or mail service, as he may determine ‘ Provided 

|| however, That the said privilege shall cease whenever Con. 
| gress shall so direct. 

Mr. PRATT. L[understand the honorable Sen. 
|| ator from Rhode Island to say that he will with- 
| draw the original amendment if this be insisted 
|, upon. The proposition is simply to continue the 
|| Long Bridge for the purpose of a railroad. It is 
| so worded that that is not apparent to the Senate; 
but I know it from those who have approached 
| me on the subject. We have voted that proposi- 
| tion down by a vote of ten to one. 
| 
i] 


| 

Mr. REID. There is not a word in my amend- 
ment about a bridge. 
am aware of that; but I know 
from those interested in it that such is the design. 


| 
| Mr. REID. It is to authorize the Secretary of 
| the Interior to contract with a railroad company 


Mr. PRATT. 


for the privilege of using the ferry. A railroad 
has been built to Alexandria. This is the only 
practicable place for passengers coming on that 
railroad to cross the river. | can see no objection 
to it. The amendment provides that Congress 
may, at its pleasure, take away even the right of 
way over this ferry, not over the bridge, for the 
amendment does not name the bridge at all; there 
|| is no provision of that sort. 
Mr. PRATT. Cannot every one see that, 
'| independent of any amendment, if this ferry be 
| established, the railroad company will have the 
rivilege of carrying all their passengers over it? 
t requires no provision of law for that. I know 
that their object is to carry the railroad across the 
river by means of this bridge. 1 know that from 
|| themselves, and I do not care, therefore, how the 
|| amendment is worded. That is their object; that 
| is their professed design, as explained to me. 
|| Mr. ALLEN. I was instructed by the com- 
mittee, in making this report, to apply merely 
|| for a ferry—for no connection with any railroad 
|| whatever. 

Mr. REID. Inasmuch as the Senator from 
Rhode Island insists that he will withdraw his 
amendment unless I withdraw mine, I shall be 
|| bound to do so; but I must be permitted to say 
to the Senator from Maryland, that I know the 
|| language contained in this amendment, and | 
know that it is not susceptible of the construc- 
tion he places on it; for I know as well what tt 
means as he does 

Mr. PRATT. [am sure of that. a 
‘|| Mr. REID. It does not mean any such thing 
as the Senator supposes. I withdraw the amend- 
ment to the amendment. : 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Rhode 
Island, [Mr. ALLEn.] 

Mr. BENJAMIN. [I really cannot understand 
the amendment. Who is to keep this ferry? Is 
the United States to run a free ferry? 
|| Mr. PRATT. Yes, sir. 
| Mr. FESSENDEN called for the yeas and 
nays on the amendment; and they were ordered; 
and being taken, resulted—yeas 16, nays 27; 28 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Foot, Green, Gwin, 
Hunter, J Mason oe Prot jneid, Rusk, Toombs, 
Wright, and Yulee—16. 


| 
} 











sf 


85 
= 
NAY 
Bigler, 
Fitch, 
Johnso 
Pugli, * 
son—* 
The 
amen‘ 
on the 
Mary 
It is t 
And 
ing an | 
ment © 
Govert 
18, 185 
apply ¢ 
and lal 
the lab 
ings at 
them ¢ 
ers si! 
groun 


Mr 
to th 
itself 

For 
senge 
in tha 
and le 
or so 
comp 

M 
ator 
» Jativ 
som 
and 
jecte 
‘tol 
it is| 
ilar ¢ 

M 
pay. 
OM 
addi 

M 
to b 
been 
gers 
far tl 
kno 
gests 
ative 
mitt 
man 





ed to 
com- 
dria, 
pany 
vided, 
Con- 


Sen- 
vith- 
sted 
e the 
It is 
nate; 
ched 
D0sI- 


end- 


now 
sign. 
y of 
pany 
road 
only 
that 
‘tion 
TESS 
it of 
r the 
here 


that, 
y be 
» the 
rit? 
now 
s the 
from 
y the 
that 


om- 
rely 
road 


from 
r his 
ll be 
say 
r the 
rnd I 
ruc- 
at it 


hing 
end- 


tion 
node 


tand 
> Is 


and 
red; 
. as 


win, 
mbs, 


» Jative and judicial bill an appropriation to make 


1857. 


—————— peaupeceeemers 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bell of Tennessee, Benjamin, 
pigler, Brodhead, Collamer, Durkee, Evans, Fessenden, 
iteh, Fitzpatrick, Foster, Hale, Harlan, Houston, Iverson, 
i nson, Jones of Iowa, Jones of Tennessee, Nourse, 
Joui*<Scbastian, Seward, Slidell, Wade, Weller, and Wil- 


son—27- 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Amongst the 
amendments offered to-day from the Cothwittee 
on the District of Columbia, by the Senator from 
Maryland, (Mr. Pratt,] one was overlooked. 
jt is to add as an additional section: 


And be it further enacted, That the joint resolution “ giv- 
ing an increased compensation to all laborers in the employ- 

cat of the executive and legislative departments of the 
Government, in the city of Washington,” approved August 
18, 1856, be, and the same is hereby, so construed as to 
apply to the five Government lamplighters, the watchmen 
and laborer employed on public reservation No. 1, and to 
the laborer employed by the Commissioner of Public Build- 
ings at the Capitol, in the city of Washington, so as to give 
them each the same pay as is now received by other labor- 
ers similarly employed by the Government on the public 
grounds in the city of Washington. 


Mr. FOSTER. I wish to movean amendment 
to the’amendment which I think will commend 
itself to the Senate: 

For the purpose of making the compensation of the més- | 
senger in the Court of Claims, and two lidborers employed 
in that court, equal to the compensation of other messengers 
and laborers employed in like service in the Capitol, $500, 
orso much thereof as may be necessary to equalize said 
compensation. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I would suggest to the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut that we placed on the legis- 





some slight increase of the pay of the messengers 
and criers of the Supreme Court, which was re- 
jected by the House of Representatives, and aban- 
doned by the committee of conference. I think 


it isuseless to put on other amendments of a sim- || 


ilar character. 
Mr. FOSTER. Itis to equalize, not to increase 


nay. 
;' Mr. BENJAMIN. It is to equalize pay by 


adding. 





to be considered with some caution. We have | 
been gradually equalizing the pay of the messen- | 
gers and watchmen in the Departments. How 
far this may be extending the precedent I do not 
know; but, as the Senator from Louisiana sug- 
gests, it will hardly pass the House of Represent- 
atives, and in the little time left us, even the com- 
mittee of conference will hardly be able toexamine 
many amendments. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
now is on the original amendment olicel by the 
Senator from Maryland, [Mr. Prarr.] 

Mr. BRIGHT. There has been heretofore 
some difficulty about the construction of bills 
passed for the benefit of laborers. I wish to in- 

uire of the chairman of the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, whether this amehdment is 
intended to embrace the laborers in what is known 
as La Fayette Square? . 

Mr. BROWN. I think it embraces none ex- 
cept those named in the amendment. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I move an amendment to the 
amendment to include those engaged in La Fay- 
ette Square, who perform precisely the same 
service as those engaged on the Capitol grounds. 

Mr. BROWN. nave no objection to that. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

The amendment as amended was rejected. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Indian Affairs to offer the follow- 
ing amendment: 

For the employment of five temporary clerks in the 
Indian Office, $7,050. 

It is recommended by the Department. 

The amendment was agreed to. 








Mr. GEYER. I have an amendment which I } 


wish to offer as an additional section: 


ind be it further enacted, That the provisions of the fifth 
section of the act entitled *‘ An act making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government 
for the year 1841,”? approved the 3d day of March, 1841, 
Which established and limited the compensation of col- 
lectors of customs, shall be construed to apply to surveyors 
performing or having pertormed the duties of collectors of 
customs, who shall be entitled to the same compensation as 
isallowed to collectors for like services in the settlement of 
their accounts. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BIGLER. .1 am instructed by the Com- | 


THE CO 


g. I make the suggestion. || 
Mr. HUNTER. This isa question that ought || 


NGORESHONAL GLOBE. _ 


| mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads to offer 
the following amendment: 


And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General 
be authorized and required to allow and pay to George 
Chorpenning, Jr., contractor on mail routes Nos. 5666 and 
12801, between Salt Lake, in Utah Territory, and California, 
the full contract pay during a suspension of Edward Chor- 
penning’s contract in 1853; also, to allow to said Chorpen- 
ning a pro rata increase of compensation equal to the 
| increased distance for carrying the mails on route No. 5666, 
| around by San Pedro, in the winter months, and for supply- 


| 


j 


ing the post office at Carson’s Valley, during the time such | 


services were performed. 


Mr. HUNTER. 

| that that is a private claim. 

Mr. BIGLER. It is for the continued trans- 
portation of the mail. The latter part of it is 

| absolutely necessary in order to continue that con- 
tract for supplying the mail for Salt Lake from 

/San Pedro. It is the only mail service in that 
direction. 

Mr. HUNTER. I must appeal to my friends 
not to load down this bill with more amendments, 
unless the 

Mr. BIGLER. I would withdraw the amend- 
ment if it were not that I felt it was a case of 
peculiar hardship. This contract supplies the 


I raise the question of order | 


are considered absolutely necessary. | 


—— > 


mail to seventy thousand people in that region. | 


It isa 


I hope the amendment will be adopted. 
| perfectly just case. 

| ‘The amendment was agreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes 19, noes 17. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. 


I offer an amendment which 


| requires no appropriation. The chairman of the | 


Committee on Finance will tell you that it is all 
right: 


And be it further enacted, That the provisions of the act 


of March 3, 1853, fixing the salary of the collector of the 


| port of Chicago, Illinois, at $1,250 per annum, shall not be | 


centum allowed by the sixth section of the act approved 
March 3, 1849, to such officers as may have been designated 
as depositaries under the act of August 6, 1846; and the 
benefits of said sixth section are hereby extended to said 
collector. 

Me. HUNTER. In my opinion that is right. 
I think he was entitled under the law. The man 
presented his case to me. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DODGE. 
ment: 

That there be allowed and paid to each of the employés 
| of the Senate the same compensation that is allowed to the 


so construed as to deprive the said collector of the per- | 


I offer the following amend- | 
So 


| employés of the House by the resolution of the House of | 
the 2d of March, 1857, to be paid out of the contingentfund | 


of the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. That is against the joint 
resolution of 1854, which provides that this extra 
pay should not be given to employés whose salary 
was raised. Twenty per cent. was added to their 
compensation, that we might get rid of such prop- 
ositions as this. o 
lution anyhow. It does not belong to this bill. 

Mr. DODGE. I was not aware it was a viola- 

| tion of the rules. 1 supposed that, as an appro- 
priation had been made by the House of Rep- 
resentatives, it would be entirely proper for the 
Senate to pursue the same course in relation to 
its employés. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. If the amendment 
| of the Senator from Wisconsin is to be passed, I 
move to insert the words ‘* and in the Library of 
Congress”’ after ‘‘ Senate.’’ I think it but just. 

Mr. ADAMS. This extra pay is to be paid 
out of the contingent fund, and the amendment 
proposed will have to be passed as a regular law, 
and go to the House of Representatives, for the 
approval of that House. 
| Mr. DODGE. The amendment proposes to 
| pay it out of the contingent fund. 
r. HUNTER. Then it ought not to be put 
‘here. 

Mr. DODGE. I withdraw the amendment. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Iam directed by the Com- 
| mittee on Territories to offer this amendment: 
For the erection of a temporary capitol for Washington 
Territory, $30,000, and for a penitentiary in the same Ter- 
ritory, eon inclusive of the sites of the buildings: Pro- 
vided, That each building shall be finished for the sum 
| hereby appropriated. 
| I wish to state simply that there has never been 
|a dollar appropriated for Washington Territory 
| for these purposes. This is an ee for 
| temporary buildings, and is a small sum, on con- 
' dition that they shall be finished within the amount 
| of the appropriation. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


It ought to be a separate reso- || 





Mr. TOOMBS. I am directed by the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary to present an amendment to 
this bill to build a court-house in the city of Bos- 
ton. The necessity for it is very well known, 
because it is generally understood that there is 
some difference of opinion among the inhabitants 
of that goodly cityas to the execution of some of 
the laws of the United States. A great majority 
of the law-abiding citizens insist on having this 
court-house. I think a jail should be provided 
there also; but I confine myself to the report of 
the Judiciary Committee, who are unanimous on 
this point. 

Mr. RUSK. I suppose the Senator will not 
object to my offering an amendment to authorize 
one or two buildings of the same character. 

Mr. TOOMBS. If the Senator will paddle his 
own canoe I have no objection; but this amend- 
ment is offered from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, and I object toany amendment not author- 
ized by that committee. The amendment is to 
add, as a new section: 

And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to 
cause to be constructed at the city of Boston, in the State 
ot Massachusetts, a suitable fire-proof building for the ac- 
commodation of the circuit and district courts of the United 
States, and for this purpose the sum of $100,000 be, and the 
same is hereby, appropriated out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish toask my 
friend from Georgia if that amendment meets the 
concurrence of the Senators from Massachusetts ? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Itdoes. One of those Senators 
[Mr. Wirson] introduced a bill for this object. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I move to amend the 
amendment by adding, ‘* with a post office there- 
in.”? 

Mr. TOOMBS. They have a post office now. 
[ do not know that it would be at the right place 
for a post office. I have not considered the post 
office department, and it may be improper. Ido 
not accept the amendment. 

Mr. COLLAMER. There is no place fixed 
on, and my idea is to have a place selected with 
a view to both objects. I withdraw my amend- 
ment, however. 

Theamendment of Mr. Toomns was agreed to. 


By general consent, the civil appropriation bill 
was temporarily laid aside. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cuttom, their Clerk, was received, an- 
nouncing that the House had passed the follow- 
ing bills; in which the concurrence of the Senate 
was requested: 4 

A bill (No.339) for the relief of J. H. F. Thorn- 

' ton, Lawrence Taliaferro, and Hay. T. Talia- 

ferro, sureties of D. M. F. Thornton, late a purser 

in the Navy of the United States; . 

A bill (No. 456) for the relief of the heirs of 

| Alexander Stevenson, a soldier in the revolution- 
ary war; and 

A bill (No. 855) for the relief of Martin Jewell, 
of Kentucky. 

JOSEPH GRAHAM. 


The message also announced that the House 
had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 533) for 
the relief of Joseph Graham, with,an amend- 
ment striking out ‘$2,154 25,’ and inserting 
| ** $4,479 60.” 
| On motion of Mr. PUGH, the amendment was 


|} concurred in. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


_ The message furtherannounced that the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives had signed the 
| following enrolled bills and joint resolution; which 
| thereupon received the signature of the President 
| pro tempore: 

|" An act increasing the pension of Daniel Den- 
| ver; 

| Anact for the relief Emilie R. Hooe, of Prairie 
| du Chien, Wisconsin; 

| An act for the relief of John Draut; 

An act for the relief of Tarrance Kirby; 
An act for the relief of Brevet Captain Frederick 
| Steele, of the United States aaa 

An act for the relief of Adam D. Steuart; 

An act for the relief of Jefferson Wilson, ad- 
ministrator, with the will annexed, of John F. 
Wray, deceased. 

| An act to establish a port of entry at Fernan- 
dina, Florida; 
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Av act to amend “An act reducing the duty on 


imports, and for other purposes,’’ passed July 
30, 1846; 

An act for the relief of Mary Gay; 

\ joint resolution relating to the compensation 
of chaplains of Congress; 


in act for the relief of Thomas M. Newell; 

\n act for the rchef of Dolly Empson; 

An act for the relief of William Burdell, Sam- 
uel Medary, and Wilham P. Martin, adminis- 
trator of the estate of Edgar Gale, deceased; and 

An act making appropriations for fortifications 
and other works of defense, and for repair of bar- 
racks and quarters, for the year ending June 3U, 
185% 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

Che following House bills were severally read 
twice by their titles, and referred as indicated be- 
low 

\ bill (No. 339) for the relief of J. H. F. Thorn- 
ton, Lawrence Taliaferro,and Hay. T. Taliaferro, 


sureties of D. M. T. Thornton, late a purser in 
the Navy of the United States—to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. ‘ 
A bill CNo. 465) for the relief of the heirs of 
Alexander Stevenson, a soldier of the revolution- 
ary war—to the Committee on Persions. 
\ bill (No. 855) for the relief of Martin Jew- | 


ell, of Kentuck y—to the Committee on Pensions. 
THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Vir. STUART submitted the following report: 
The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 


»~*% 


of the two Houses on the bill (HL. R. No. 635) to supply de 
ficiencies in the appropriation tor the service of the fiscal 
year ending the 30th of June, 1857, report that, having met, 
atter full and tree conference, they have agreed to recom- 
mend, and do recommend, to the respective Houses as fol- 
bow 

‘That the House of Representatives concur in the first, 
eeeoud, third, fourth, fitth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, 
tenth, (welll, thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, sixteenth, 


nth, cighteenth, and nineteenth amendments of the 


Sune 


het the House of Representatives concur in the eleventh 
umendment of the Senate, with an amendment, as follows: 
Strike out the whole amendment, and insert as follows: 
‘That the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the House 
of Representatives, cach for the House of which he is an 
of r, be authorized and directed to procure from the 
publishers, if practicable, and turnish to each member and 
Delegate of their respective Houses, who have not hereto- 
fore received the same, one copy of the following works, 
viz: Gales & Seaton’s Register of Debates, Congressioual 
Globe and Appendix, Public Land Laws, Instructions and 
Opinions, Elltot’s Debates, Diplomatic Correspondence, 
Opmious of the Attorneys Gencral, in five volumes, Finance 


Reports, Gates & Seaton’s Annals of Congress,Jolin Adams's 
Works, Jeiferson’s Works, to be supplied from the num 


bers of said work now in charge of the Librarian, Hickey’s 
Constitution, and Mays & Moulton’s Pension and Bounty 
Land Laws; and that for this purpose $138,061 be, and 
the same is hereby, appropriated out of any money in the 
*‘Proasury not otherwise appropriated: Provided, That they 
be furnished at prices not exceeding those for which they 
Ww heretofore supplied, anything in the act entitled * An 


act to reculate the compensation of members of Congress,’ 
approved 16th of August, 1856, to the contrary notwith- 
standing.’ ‘This appropriation is made in consequence of 


a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 7th of 
July, 1856, directing the Clerk to furnish certain books to 
cach member and Delegate who had not heretofore received 
the same, and which had in part been executed by said 
( K before the passage of said act of 16th of August, 


CHARLES E. STUART, 
SOLOMON FOOT, 
> Managers on the part of the Senate. 
RUSSELL SAGE, 
A. K. MARSHALL, 
DANIEL WELLS, Jr., 
Managers on the part of the House. || 


Mr. STUART. It is proper that I should 
state, Mr. President, that the coe of this agree- 
mont is the substitute of the Senate for the joint 
resolution of the House of Representatives passed 
at the last session, which substitute was reported 
by the honorable Senator from Maryland, [Mr. 
Prance,] from the Committee on the Library. 
It is substantially the same, varying a little in 
language. The amount which the House of Rep- | 
resentatives appropriated for these books was | 
$152,765. The amount of this appropriation is | 
$138,061, lessening the appropriation $44,704. It | 
:8 limited to this Congress; it has no prospective 
effect; and if agreed to, it settles the difficulty 
which the House of Representatives themselves 
originated. Tam not Teaniaed to say anything 
in regard to it, The question is presented to the 
Senate in the best shape that this committee could 
present it, and I submit it to the Senate. 

Mr. BIGGS. 
from t 


I had the misfortune to differ | 
© mejority of the committee of conference | 


-~ 


—— 


| members of the present Congress, 


it. The only speech mac 


I. 
| 
| 
1} 


of the Senate on this question—a question, in my 
opinion, involving the character of Congress. 
Why, sir, how do we stand? The House of 
Representatives, after the law passed in 1853, 
which prohibited each Flouse from ordering books 
without the concurrence of the other, sent us last 
year a joint resolution authorizing the purchase 
and furnishing to members of books that had been 
furnished at former Congresses. It was referred 
to the Committee on the Library. The Com- 
mittee on the Library struck out the resolution as 
sent to us from the House of Representatives, and 
inserted that which is the basis of the report of 
the committee of conference. That report of the 
Library Committee was adopted by the Senate. 

W hat did the House of Representativesdo? In- 
stead of acting on that amendment of the Senate, 
it was permitted to lie on their table after the 
action of the Senate of the United States, and they 
introduced a resolution in violation of law, in 
violation of every precedent that had been set on 
the subject, after the passage of the law of 1853, 
directing their Clerk to purchase these books and 
distribute them to members. After the passage 
of this resolution on the part of the House of 
Representatives, just prior to the adjournment of 


| Congress, the Senate passed a bill changing the 


compensation of members of Congress, prescrib- 
ing that the compensation should be $2,500 a year, 
and containing a provision cutting off entirely this 
book business, prohibiting members of Congress 
from ever receiving books. That bill, thus passed 


| by the Senate, was sent to the House of Repre- 


sentatives, and there the whole bill of the Senate 
was struck out, and a substitute for the bill moved 
by a Representative from the State of South Car- 
olina, [Mr. Orr,] increasing the compensation of 
members of Congress from $2,500 a year, as pro- 
posed by the Senate bill, to $3,000 a year, and 
having retrospective operation so as to include the 
Their com- 
pensation under this bill commenced from the be- 
ginning of this constitutional term — Match 4, 
1855. In the bill was a provision which expressly 
declared, that all books hereafter ordered and 
received by members of. Congress should be de- 
ducted from their compensation. The object was 


| to cut up by the roots entirely, as was said by the 


mover of the substitute in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, this book business. 

It will be recollected in the Senate that but very 
little debate took place on the amendments of the 
House of Representatives to the compensation 
bill. The important principle involved in it was 
in regard to its retrospective operation. Very 


| little, if anything, was said in regard to the effect 


of this provision about books; but something was 
said in the House of Representatives in regard to 

le there was by the mover 
of the substitute; and I call the attention of the 
Senate and the country to whathe said. Mr. Orr 


| stated: 


The Senate bill provides, as does the amendment, that 


| whenever books are voted by either House to their members, 
| as has been the uniform practice for many years, the cost 


thereof shall be deducted from their compensation.” 
Again: 


** While the salary is increased, yet, taken as a whole, 
the bill will throw but little, if any, additional tax on the 


| Government, because it will cut off the voting of books to 


new members at the opening of every Congress. The saving 
in this item alone will reach nearly two hundred thousand 


| dojlars every Congress.”’ 


That was said by the mover of the proposition 
which finally oo both Houses, and is now the 


| law of theland. .By this L understood, and I sup- 


posed a large majority of the present Congress 
understood, thatif any member of the present Con- 
gress, whose compensation has been increased, re- 
ceived books, the cost of them should be deducted 
from his compensation. 

I say this question involves the character of 
this Congress. It is not a question of dollars 
and cents at all. I say here, what I feel, that 
sooner than adopt this majority report of the 
committee of conference, | am prepared to lose 
the whole bill, because I believe it will reflect dis- 
creditably upon Congress if we now vote to mem- 
bers of the two Houses $138,000 as proposed by 
this amendment for books, after what has taken 
place in the present Congress. I refused, there- 


| fore, to sign this report of the committee of con- 
| ference, and I trust the Senate will non-concur in 


it. 
When they sent us the $182,000 appropriation, 
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it was moved to be amended by the Senator fro 
Vermont, [Mr. Cottamer,] and I agreed to that 
His proposition was, that as the Clerk of th. 
House of Representatives had been forced } : 
resolution of the House to make some outlay,a r 

. yey 9 and 
probably had incurred heavy responsibility, an 
appropriation of $50,000, which would be suff. 
cient to cover the expenses he had incurred, should 
be voted to him as indemnity to relieve him from 
any lossyand that the books should go into the 
Library of Congress, and not be received by the 
members, or should be deducted from the pay of 
those who chose to receive them. I am in fayor 
of that amendment, but I am utterly opposed to 
the original resolution of the House of Represent. 
atives, and the report of the committee, which 
cuts it down, it is true, but cuts it down accord. 
ing to a basis adopted before the compensation 
bill was passed. It was a proposition comino 
from the Committee on the Li rary before the 
compensation bill was passed. It cuts down the 
amount from $182,000 to $138,000. 

I know time is precious, and, therefore, havine 
expressed, as briefly as I could, my opposition to 
the report, U shall not make further remarks, 

Mr. STUART. From the sentiment and the 
feeling that has been expressed by the honorable 
Senator from North Carolina, who was a mem- 
ber of the committee of conference, [ am certainly 
not disposed to dissent; but, sir,every man knows 
that in legislation the inquiry is not so much what, 
is the best thing, as what is the best thing prac- 
ticable—what can be done. 

The history of this transaction I will state in 
brief. On the 7th of July last, the House of Rep- 
resentatives passed its resolution ordering these 
books. The compensation bill was passed in the 
August following. It is historically true, I be- 
lieve, that when the member from South Caro- 
lina [Mr. Orr] was presenting that bill to the 
House it had this language in respect to books: 
** All books hereafter received by members of 
Congress.’’ One of the members of this confer- 
ence committee went to him and objected to that 
language, because it would cut off the effect of 
the resolution of the House of Representatives; 
and he limited it so as to read as it does in the 
bill: ** Any books that shall hereafter be ordered 
and received by;’’ so that the order of the House 
of Representatives which had been made before 
that time in respect to these books should not be 
affected by the law. There is where the House 
of Representatives stand. ‘I am not going to dis- 
cuss the question here whether they are right or 
wrong. lonly say that there is where they stand, 
and they now retain that stand. 

This bill contains other large appropriations— 
appropriations indispensable to the carrying on 
of the business of the Government, not only m 
respect to the current expenses of Congress, but 
to the Army. There are in it large appropriations 
for the Army, and for other purposes. It is here 
on the last day and the last night of the session; 
and the question is, what can you do? As the 
House of Representatives construe this order, it 
is no violation of the compensation law, because 
they say the proceedings on it were anterior to 
the law. I may say that I differ from them in 
that opinion; but the very business of a commit 
tee of conference is to compromise. We have 
been laboring on this subject of difference all day 
long. I do not know but that other gentlemen 
can‘do better. If they can, I shall be very glad 
of it. I have only to say that, with every dispo- 
sition we could bring to bear on the subject, this 
is the best arrangement that could be made by 
us. It confines itself to the present Congress. !t 
not only limits the number of books provided for, 
but brings the Senate back to precisely what we 
agreed with the House of Representatives We 
would do when they sent us a joint resolution 
stating a proposition eee like this mn 
their separate resolution; and our Library Com- 
mittee substituted in the place of it what this com- 
mittee of conference has agreed upon, and sent! 
down to the House of Representatives. I thought 
that the Senate might, with propriety, compro 
mise this question with the House of Represent- 
atives precisely as they proposed to compromise 
it at the last session, and that we should =r 
nothing in the way of propriety—that we shoul 


lose nothing in the way of a proper respect and 


obedience to law by this course. 
Here is a vexed question that must be settled. 
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an | 
If we disagree to the report, and take the prop- | 
psition of the Senator from North Carolina, we |! 


shall probably lose this bill. I am aware that | 
any member of Congress may, with propriety, | 
when he thinks it proper, according to his own | 
conscience, take’ a stand which will lose a bill. 
A great emergency will authorize it. A violation | 
of a great fundamental principle, that would be i 
of dangerous operation in the future, would justify i 
the loss of an appropriation bill. But, sir, sup- 
pose we should lose this bill, the very next bill 
that goes to the House of Representatives by the 
same vote can have this amendment added to it, 
and that can be lost. Is it best to bring the || 
Houses into competition and difficulties to this | 
extent? : , 

In one respect I disagree with the Senator from 
North Carolina. Ido not think the Senate is | 
bringing down any censure on itself, in this 
extreme case, upon this important measure, by 
yroffering to the House of Representatives now || 
what it proffered to them a year ago on the same 
question. True it is that, as one member of this || 
body, 1 would have been glad to see the amend 
ment of the Senator from Vermont {Mr. CoLLa- | 
yer] adopted. I thought it was just right—pre- 
cisely right. I voted for it with great pleasure; 
and if called upon to select an item, having power || 
to select and decide, I would take thatamendment 
now; but that we cannot do. Is there, then, a 
rospect—do gentlemen see a prospect—of doing 
Pun shane the loss of this bill? IL cannot, with 
my views of propriety, upon a question of this 
sort—which is but a gratification of the House 
of Representatives in what they think is right— 
consent to say that I will lose the biil rather than 
d® it. 

Iam not disposed to detain the Senate on this 
question. It is understood, perhaps, as well as 
itcan be by any further statement. 

Mr. TOOMBS. This is a question that very 
nearly concerns the honor of Congress, and I 
heartily coneur in the views of it taken by my 
friend from North Carolina, and I dissent from 
the majority of our committee of conference. The 
chief reason which is offered to us for maintain- 
ing this transaction is, that unless we do so we | 
may lose an appropriation bill. Sir, I have too 
high aregard forthe honor of the House of Rep- 
resentatives to suppose that they would lose a 
great appropriation bill of this country ona ques- | 
tion of their books. I think I am safe in trusting 
the public interest in their hands on that principle, 
and if not, | will protect their honor in spite of 
themselves, whatever may be the consequences. 

The Senator from Michigan defends the sur- 
render of this important principle, on the ground 
of the resolution of July 7, 1856, of the House of 
Representatives, passed before the compensation 
bill. It is well known to that Senator that this 
resolution wasagainstlaw. Itis well known, for 
itis on the statute-book, that by law they could 
only get these books by a joint resolution. Itis 
well known that they sent to us a joint resolution, 
which was not concurred in, but we sent them 
an amendment to it 9n which they never acted. 
There was, then, no authority of law by which 
these books could be purchased. That Senator 
has not said so, and cannot say so. Then we 
nee the compensation bill. It was passed with 
difficulty in both Houses. It was too high, accord- 
lng to my judgment, as attested by my vote. I 
yielded acquiescence in it, and so did many other 
gentlemen here, because it would break up this | 
abuse disreputable to Congress, and would not || 
allow the distribution of books. All my compen- | 
sation was drawn,and spent, every dime ofit, that. 
was accessible to me when that bill was passed. 
It gave $6,000 a Congress, with a retroactive pro- | 
vision, and provided that when members took | 
books they should pay for them. Every man | 
kere had to account for whathe had. If any man | 
has taken money under that law he is bound by | 
allits provisions. If he got gold he accounted | 
for gold; if he got books he accounted for books, | 
and more especially if he had books illegally. 

he whole question is, shall we not protect our | 
own honor, and even protect that of the House | 
of Representatives in spite of themselves. I trust | 
in God the Senate is prepared to do it. It in not | 
Stating the case fairly to say that, if we do not 
gree to this report, the bill will be lost. Last 
Session we had three committees of conference on 
the Army appropriation bill. We may have an- 


| principle. 


| mittee of conference. 


| whatever. 


| cases. 


| tlon. 


other opportunity to save this bill; but if it fails— 
if we are required to sanction an act so illegal, so 
disreputable to us, and still more disreputable to 


the House of Representatives#et forty appropri- 


ation bills zo rather than do that. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
will say to the Senator, that itis not in order to 
reflect on the House of Representatives. 

Mr. BAYARD. The honorable Senator from 
Michigan, I think, errs in the view he takes of 
this subject, in supposing it is a question of 
money with the Senate, and not a question of 


It is not whether the appropriation | 


The Chair | 


} 


is $140,000, or $180,000, or $80,000, or any other | 
sum, that will govern my vote, or, I think, govern 


the vote of the Senate. 
He is also mistaken in supposing, in the course 


of his remarks, that we profiered to the House the | 


same resolution that is now adopted by the com- 
There is an essential differ- 
ence. That difference makes the whole difference 
of principle in the two cases, 
resentatives sent to us, at the last session, a joint 
resolution to supply books to members, whether 
in print or out of print. It was perfectly compe- 


The House of Rep- | 


tent for Congress to do that by a joint resolution; | 


but that would have required the assent of the 
President, ard would have been a repeal of the 
existing law pro tanto, to that extent. 
olution we modified, and sent it back to the House. 
I believe we did make a proffer to them, which I 


| explained the other day, with a view to break up 


That res- | 


this custom, of the books in print, provided they | 


| were not paid for until delivered to the respective 
| officers of the Houses, who might distribute them 
among the members of the two Houses. 


‘That 
resolution as amended was laid on the table in 


| the House. 


Then comes the question of principle. The 
House of its own authority, in direct violation of 


the law of the land, by a resolution of its own | 


. . . | 
House'alone, undertook to appropriate the money 


of the Government, to put money into the per- | 


sonal pockets of its members. Sir, there was no 


| more authority in the Hiftuse to make such an 


order than in any individual member of the House 
to take Government money in any other mode 


meet. We cannot shrink from it. 
how reduced the amount may be, by no vote of 


That is the principle we have got to | 
1 care not | 


mine shall the principle ever be recognized that 


either the Senate or the House havea right to 


| violate the law of the land openly, palpably, for 
\| the individual benefit of the members composing 
|| the body for whose benefit such a resolution was 
makes the different | 


That distinction 
That distinguishes it entirely from the 
profier, as itis cailed, which the Senate made to 
the House at the last session by a joint resolu- 


passed. 


No question of principle entered into that | 


at all; but from the frst moment the Llouse passed | 


| a separate resolution, and it came to the Senate, | 


we never made them any proffer on the subject. | 


We rejected it by an almost unanimous vote. It 
went to a committee of conference. While it was 


there pending, the compensation bill was passed, | 


and aiter it was passed the House of Represent- 
atives receded from the amendment. I want to 


| know if that was not an abandonment of their 
| position on this question? ‘This very same amend- 


| ence was insisted upon at the last session by the 


House, and even in a committee of conference 
the Houses differed. The Senate insisted, and I 
am not sure that a second committee was not 


| appointed; but the House ultimately receded from 


the amendment in order to obtain the passage of 
the compensation bill. 

I suppose it is not irregular to state that [ have 
heard members of the House say that they hoped 


sucha resolution would never be sanctioned—that || 


it was perfectly understood at the time when that 
compensation bill was passed that it was meant 
to avoid all future difficulty, and to get rid of that 
very book business. Certainly it did get rid of 
it, because the amendment was abandoned by the 
House. That amendment was precisely in the 
same shape as the one they have sent to usat this 
session. They abandoned it then, and admitted 
their error in that abandonment. 

I say, therefore, whether this bill is to be lost 
or not, if the House of Representatives of the 
United States, by a majority, choose to stand be- 
fore the people of the country in this attitude it 


| 
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is for them to determine; but they have know- 
ingly violated a law of the land which originated 
in that body. After the appropriation for the 
purchase of books had been rejected hy the Sen- , 
ate, and they had themselves acceded to that re- 
jection by abandoning the amendment, and the 
session passed away, if at another session, when 
their pay has been increased, and the propriety 
of the principle which prevented members from 
receiving those books has been recognized in that 
increased compensation bill, the House choose to 
lose an appropriation bill by adhering to such an 
amendment as this, and are willing to go before 
the country on such an amendment as that as a 
ground for defeating the bill, all I can say is, by 
my vote in the Senate, the bill will have to be 
lost. 

Mr. PUGH. Iask for the yeas and nays on 
concurring in the report of the committee of con- 
ference. 

The rae and nays were ordered, 

Mr. STUART. If have understood the hon- 
orable Senator from Delaware, who has been 
striving to correct me in regard to some facts, he 
“has fallen into great errors himself. The joint 
resolution to which he refers, which was passed 
by the House of Representatives and sent here, 
was amended and sent back to them by us long 
before the compensation bill originated, and long 
before the House passed its own separate reso- 
lution under which its Clerk has acted in buying 
these books. 

Mr. BAYARD. How long before ? 
days. 

Mr.STUART. The Senator is mistaken. This 
resolution of which I have been speaking was 
passed on the 7th of July, and the compensation 
bill was approved about the 16th of August. 

Mr. BAYARD. The compensation bill was 
a within three days after the Senate sent 

ack the joint resolution modified, and the House 
laid iton the table. I do not know whether it 
was on the second or third day before the passage 
of that bill. 

Mr. STUART. 


Not three 


The Senator is mistaken in 


supposing that the House ever laid it on the table 


atall. They simply declined acting on it. They 
have never taken any action in regard to it. 
This question of violating law is one upon 
which the Senate might be a little modest, for we 
have voted to distribute, and have distributed, 
among our members, the Statutes at Large, in the 


| very face of that law. It is no new thing for that 


law to be violated. The two Houses have gone 
on, not only in violation of the law on this sub- 
ject, but in violation of another law prohibiting 
the allowance of extra compensation to the em- 
jloyés. With that law standing in our faces, 
0th Houses have passed resolutions in violation 
of it. It may become us, therefore, I think, to 
be alittle modest in charging errors upon the other 
House of precisely the same character as those 
that we have practiced ourselves. They bring 
these violations of law back upon us, and we have 
had this argument all day to-day. It is an ergu- 
ment that upon principle we cannotanswer. They 
tell you, **If you have such a sacred obligation of 
law, why do you not observe it? ae do you, 
in the face of these positive laws, pass these same 


| resolutions yourselves, and then turn round and 
ment now modified by the committee of confer- |! 


undertake toteach morality tous ?’’ Ido not know 


|| but that some Senators will have better ability in 


answering that argument than I have; but I con- 
fess, although I voted against the resolution, and 
have never been in favor of it, yet as the repre- 
sentative of this Senate I was unable to answer 
it. There we stand. The House of Represent- 
atives on principle stand where the Senate have 
stood; and it brings us back to the question, will 
we now at this late day of the session make a 
concession and close of this unfortunate business 
—for I agree that it is unfortunate—in this way 
or not? 

Mr. President, I hope every Senator here will 
understand that | feel no pride ofsopinion over the 
work of this committee—none at all. It will not 
grieve me in the slightest if the Senate reject the 
amendment now proffered to them by the com- 
mittee of conference. 1 should not have said 
another word, but for placing these facts before 
the Senate. Being a member of this body, and 
responsible for what the body has done, | cannot 
say to the House of Representatives that they 
shall be deprived in this instance of executing the 
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same thing in principle which we have executed 


oursel ves in two instances, the payment for which 
has been made out of our contingent fund. 

Mr. BAYARD. 1 am not aware of any reso- 
lution that the Senate have passed for the distri- 


bution of the Statutes at Large—certainly none has | 


passed to my knowledge. It may have been done 
since the passage of the law. lea very sure if 
it has been done, it was done inadvertently ,with- 
out being brought to the attention of the Senate. 

As regards the extra compensation paid to 
the employés, the cases are essentially different. 
Different constructions have been given to that 
law. Wide differences of opinion exist in regard 
to it. But there is this elementary distinction 
between the two cases: in the case of the payment 
of the extra compensation to the employés, it puts 
nothing in the pockets of the individual members 
who vote for it; in the case which comes from the 
House of Representatives, it 1s a violation of the 
law by which they increased their own compen- 
sation nominally in the shape of books. 

Mr. BIGGS. I wish to call attention, without 


taking up time, to the matter, as it now stands, | 


before the Senate. This is the amendment which 
has been sent to us from the House of Repre- 
sentatives: 

* For books voted to the members of the House of Rep- 





| sixteenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, twentieth, twenty-first, 
twenty-second, twenty-seventh, twenty-eighth, twenty- 
ninth, thirty-first, tarty-third, thirty-fourth, thirty-fifth, 
| thirty-eighth, and forty-first amendments. 

| ‘That the House agree to the twenty-fourth amendment 


of the Senate, with an amendment striking out the word | 


* captain’? in the last line, and inserting “ first licutenant.’’ 

That the House agree to the twenty-sixth amendment of 

the Senate, with an amendment striking out all after the 

| enacting clause, and substituting therefor as follows : “* That 

master armorers at the national armories shall receive 
$1,500 per annum.” 

That the House agree to the thirtieth amendment of the 

| Senate, withan amendment striking out the word “ thirty”’ 
in the fifth line, and inserting the word “ fifteen.”’ 

That the House agree to the thirty-sixth amendment of 
the Senate, with an amendment, by adding at the end 
thereof as follows: ‘* Provided, That the said Secretary shall 
be first satisfied that the calling out of said militia was ne- 
cessary and proper for the defense of the Territory.”’ 

That the House agree to the thirty-seventh amendment 
of the Senate, with an amendment adding at the end thereof 
as follows : “ Provided, That such of those commissioners 
as were officers in the Army be not paid in both capaci- 
ties.”’ 

That the House agree to the thirty-ninth amendment of 
the Senate, with an amendment, striking out the whole 
amendment, and substituting therefor as follows: ‘ For 
payment of the arrearages of salary due to the late clerk of 
the board of Army officers appointed under the act of 3lst 
August, 1852, at the time it was dissolved, $2,465.”’ 

J. J. CRITTENDEN, 





resentatives, by the resolution of said House of the 7th of | 


July, 1856, 182,765 85: Provided, That one copy only of 
Hickey’s Constitution be purchased for and distributed to 
cach member of the House.”’ 

When the bill came to the Senate, as there was 
a resolution passed by the House of Represent- 
atives directing the Clerk to furnish certain Rep- 
resentatives with books, and as he had incurred 


liabilities prior to the time action had been had | 


upon this matter, we proposed to amend it by 
inserting the following proposition, offered by the 
Senator from Vermont, [Mr. Cotuamer:] 


** To indemnify the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
for what may have been paid out by him in the purchase 
of books under the resolution of the House of July 7, 1856, 
$50,000; Provided, That the account of the Clerk shall be 
submitted to the accounting officers of the ‘Treasury, and 
he shall be allowed for the sum or sums which shall be 
legally proven to have been actually and unconditionally 
heretofore expended by him in the purchase of any books 
under the resolution atoresaid. 
or which may not have been distributed, shall be by him 
deposited in the Library of Congress for the United States : 
-Ind provided further, That any member or members who 
may have received such books, or any part thereof, shail 
account for the same at the cost prices paid by the Clerk, 
and the same shall be deducted from the pay or compensa- 
tion of such member or members, unless he or they shall 
return said books to the Clerk, to be deposited as aforesaid.”’ 


I am not going to take up the time of the Senate 
in relation to this subject. I merely wish it to 
be understood that I concur in this amendment 
which the Senate put on this bill, to indemnify 


And all the books on hand, | 


the Clerk for any liabilities he may have incurred. | 


‘This is as far as it seems to me we ought to go in 
ustice to ourselves and the character of Cougress. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope we will now have the 
vote. We have but very little time left. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 7, nays 38; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Collamer, Foot, Seward, Stuart, 
Thompson of Kentucky, and Trumbull—7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Bell of Tennessee, Benjamin, 
Biggs, Brown, Butler, Clay, Douglas, Evans, Fessenden, 
Fish, Pitch, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gwin, Harlan, Houston, 
Hunter, Iverson, James, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, Jones of 
‘Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, Nourse, Pratt, Pugh, Reid, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, 
Toucey, Wade, Weller, and Yulee—38. 

So the Senate refused to concur in the report 
of the committee of conference. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTER, the Senate 
further insisted on their amendments disagreed to 
by the House of Representatives, and asked a 
further conference on the a votes of the 
two Houses; and Mr. Tovcey, Mr. Firzparrick, 
and Mr. Cottamer, were appointed conferees on 
the part of the Senate. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN submitted the following 
report: 


The committee of conference on the dis ment of the 
two Houses on the amendments to the bill of the House 
(No. 616) making appropriations for the support of the 
Army, have met, 
agreed to recommend, and do recommend, to their re- 
spective Houses as follows : 

‘That the Senate recede from their seventh, tenth, seven- 
teenth, twenty-third, twenty-fifth, thirty-second, and for- 
tieth amendments, disagreed to by the House. 

That the House recede from ment to, and 
econenr in, the first, second, third, fourth, ith, sixth, cighth, 


after full and free conference have | 


CHARLES E. STUART, 
JOHN B. WELLER, 


Managers on the part of the Senate. | 


J. A. QUITMAN, 
8. G. HAVEN, 
ABRAM WAKEMAN, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
Mr. HUNTER. I move to concur in the re- 
port of the committee. 
The motion was agreed to. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 
A message from the President of the United 


States, by Mr. Sipney Wessrer, his Secretary, | 
announced that the President had approved and | 


signed the following bills and joint resolution: 

An act for the relief of Mrs. Mary Gay; 

An act to amend the act ** reducing the duty on 
imports, and for other purposes,’’ passed 
30, 1846; 

An act for the relief of Adam D. Steuart; 


An act for the relief of Jefferson Wilson, ad- | 
ministrator, with the will annexed, of John F. | 


Wray, deceased; 

An act to establish a port of entry at Fernan- 
dina, in the State of Florida; 

An act to settle certain accounts between the 


United States and the State of Mississippi, and || 


| other States; 
An act for the relief of John Ryley, an Indian, 
of the State of Michigan; 


An act to constitute Selma, in the State of Ala- | 


bama, a port of delivery; 
An act to amend ** Anact granting public lands 
in alternate sections to the State of Alabama, to 


aid in the construction of certain railroads in said | 


| State;’’ and 


chaplains to Congress. 
CLVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the bill making 
| appropriations for certain civil experses of the 
| Government for the year ending June 30, 1858. 


Mr. PEARCE. | offer the following amend- 
ment: 

To enable the Committee on the Library to contract with 
| J. P. Healy for a series of portraits of the Presidents of the 
| United States for the Executive Mansion, (provided the cost 
| of the same shall not exceed one thousand dollars for the 

full length portraits,) the sum of $5,000 is hereby appro- 

priated ; or, in the discretion of the committee, to purchase 
—_ of Stuart’s portraits of the Presidents as shall be for 
| sale. 

Mr. PRATT. I would inquire of my colleague 
| whether $1,000 is to be paid for each portrait, or 
for all of them? 

Mr. PEARCE. One thousand dollars for each, 
_ of course; and itis a very moderate compensation. 
It is the sum which the Legislature of Maryland 
has been paying for portraits, and is less than is 
usually received for‘them. They will be proper 
ornaments to the President’s House. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. YULEE. Iam directed by the Committee 
on Claims to offer the following amendment as a 
| hew section: ; 


| And be it further enacted, That the report of the Court of 
' Claims in the ease of David Myerle be, and the same is 


j 


ninth, eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, | 


July | 


A resolution relating to the compensation of | 





March 3, 


. — 
hereby, referred, together with the testimony taken in behair 
of the United States and said Myerle, to the Firs; Comn. 
troller of the Treasury, who shall settle ahd adjust the =. 
|| of said David Mycrle upon-the principles of justice ea 
| equity, and that the amount so ascertained sh Tae 

j 





: > e 4 all be paid out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. HUNTER. This is a private claim 

Mr. YULEE. Mr. Myerle is familiar to 9) 
most every Senator here. He has been pursyin, 
his claim for the last fourteen years, and a bij} /,, 
his relief has passed one House or the other Sin 
times. As soon as the Court of Claims was os. 
|| tablished he went there, and they have examine; 
| fully into his case, and report that he has a fair 
| claim upon the justice of the Government. The 

object of this amendment, which I report by the 
| direction of the Committee on Claims, is, that th» 
|| amount may be ascertained by one of the Officers 
|| of the Treasury upon the principles of equity ay, 
| justice, and that the amount so ascertained sh 
|] ec paid to him. ~ 
ir I hope, Mr. President, that the Senate wip 
‘| concur in the amendment which the committee 
|| have reported to this bill. This old man is now 
| sinking into his grave. He has spent his life jp 
| the pursuit of justice here. He is now nearly 
blind: and unless the relief which is proposed }y 
this amendment comes to him now, it will have 
come too late to redress the gross injustice of 
which he was the victim, the particulars of which 
,| I will notundertake to repeat here, because it must 
be familiar to every Senator. 

Mr. HUNTER. I raise the question of order 
that it is a private claim. 
|| The PRESIDENT protempore. A private claim 
|| isadmissible under the rules. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to remark, that 
if that rule were to apply to this caine 
would apply to one put on the bill this evening, 
That also was a private claim. 

Mr. HUNTER. That is very likely. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Has the question of order 
been decided by the Chair? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair has 
made no decision, but will submit the question to 
the Senate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. All I have to say with 
regard to the question of order is, that a private 
claim, which came by the recommendation of one 
of the committees of the body—lI believe the Com- 
| mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, for the 

relief of George Chorpenning—was put on the 
| bill this evening. The question was raised; and 
the reply was, that it came by the recommenta- 
tion of the committee. I suppose, then, if it isso, 
this is only following that example, and there is 
no danger of its being followed further. 

I wish to say to the chairman of the Committee 

on Finance, who probably is familiar with the 
circumstances of this case, that if there was any 
other possible chance for it—if there was any 
other mode in which it could be reached—the 
committee would not have recommended this 
mode. I wish to say to all gentlemen that the 
| Committee on Claims examined it; and certainly, 
_ if there ever was a claim appealing to the justice 
of Congress, if not strictly to the obligations of 
Congress, it is this. As stated by the Senator 
from Florida, we examined this matter, and found 
this to be the state of facts: It is a case that has, 
as I am well informed, passed Congress in one 
shape or another eleven times, in one House or 
the other. Itso happened that it never passed 
both Houses at the same Congress. This man 
was ruined by trusting the Government; that !s 
to say, by proceeding, under the inducement held 
out by the Government, totry experiments which 
have resulted very much to the benefit of the 
country, in introducing the water-rotted hemp, 
for he was the introducer of it. He commenced 
the experiments at the request of the Government, 
and sacrificed his business to it. He has been 
seeking some compensation for anumber of years. 
I am told, on authority that I cannot doubt, the! 
this old man has become nearly blind, and thet 
the prospect is that he will live, certainly, but * 
very short time. He will die of disappointmer 
if the Government does not do something for him; 
and this is the last chance to do it. . 

It may be all very well to laugh at these things: 
but the truth is, we do things as a Governme®', 
or as members of C ss, that we would not do 
as private individuals. We have cases presented 
to us here where the Government is under the 


strongest obligations—obligations that would be 


j 
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. . < 
binding upon the man so firmly and powerfully || informed. I do not speak of my own knowledge 
e could not resist them; and yet because | in reference to its passage. 


at he 
eae not act under the responsibility of men, 
we pass them over, and leave these people to 
suffer. z : : 
| know that this has very little to do with the 
uestion of order; but, I take it, it is in the power 
of the Senate to act upon this case, as they did 
upon the other claim which was put on to this bill 
on ground so eminently just that it could not be 
refused. The same reason applies to this case. 
Were I not convinced of it, I would not move it, 
or sayaword in favor of it. I have refused over 
and overagain, when applications have been made 
to me to do so, to have anything to do with pre- 
senting claims on an appropriation bill; but when 
a case of this sort presents itself, appealing to the 


justice and feeling of the Senate, arising from an | 


obligation of thesGovernment, I do not see how 
jt is to be voted down. 





} 


| 


At any rate, as one indi- | 


vidual Senator, I cannot so vote consistently with | 


doing my duty, and the obligation resting upon 
us in regard to it. i 
delay—if it could stand where it is until another 
Congress—and this man would then be capable 
of receiving the justice due to him, I would not 
move it to-night, or say a word in its favor. In 
his case, however, delay is death. We have no 
more right as a Senate to trifle with the obliga- 
tions of the Government, than we would have as 
individuals to trifle with our obligations. Thope, 
therefore, the Senate will act upon the amend- 


ment, and act upon it in the shape in which it is || 


presented by the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. TOOMBS. If we intend to do any busi- 
ness, | hope we will adhere to our rules. It is 
admitted that this is a private claim. It has been 
ten or twelve years before Congress, and has 
never passed. 


| 


If this matter would admit of |! count of want of merit. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| 
| 


j 


j but in each House very nearly a dozen times. 
1} 








Mr. WELLER. It passed the House of Rep- 
| resentatives when I was a niember of that House, 
anterior to the time of which the Senator from 
| Michigan speaks. 
'examination at that time. I took occasion to 
| examine it, and I think it is one of the most just 
and equitable claims of which I have any knowl- 
|edge. My rule is to compel this Government to 

| pay whatever I,as an honorable man, would feel 

| myself under obligation todo. This claim ought 

| to have been paid long ago. 

| Mr. FESSENDEN. It may have been rejected 

| once; but I repeat, I am told on authority which 

| T cannot doubt, that it has been passed in each | 
| House—not in both during the same Congress— 


When it stands in that attitude, it certainly has 

presumption in its favor. The Senator from | 
Georgia says it has been rejected by the Court 
| of Claims. It-was not rejected by them on ac- 
It was rejected because 

the Court of Claims thought they had no juris- 
| diction over it; but they took pains to say, in their 


| decision, that it was meritorious, was just, and 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


I know it underwent a close || 
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_ Mr. HUNTER. There seems to be no limit 
in this amendment. It allows the President to 
buy as mech land as he chooses. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. It involves only a emall 
reservation, and does not interfere with the rights 
of settlers. It relates to a small reservation en- 
tirely isolated from all white settlements. 

Mr. HUNTER. Does it involve only public 
lands? Does it cost nothing? 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. Yes, sir; it’ relates to 
public land, and costs nothing. Itis an ordinary 
military reservation. . 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. I have a further amend- 
ment to offer, as a new section: 


«And be it further enacted, That the President be, and he 
is hereby, authorized, in the event that it shall become 
necessary, to’extinguish, by purchase, for the use of the 
United States, the title of any lands within the limits of the 








| Sebastian military reserve in California, the title of which 


has been confirmed, at a price not exceeding $1 25 an acre, 
and to an extent not exceeding forty nine thousand acres, 


| an. thatthe amount necessary for this purpose is hereby 


| appropriated : Provided, That the President shall first be 


| that it ought to receive the attention of Congress, || 


| and they hoped that it would receive the attention 
of Congress at once. 


The situation of this old man recommends the | 


claim he has pending for services rendered. 
| has been disappointed and been broken down in 
attempting to execute the contract he made with 


|| the Government. He has conferred great benefits || 
| upon the country, which the country has been | 


| enjoying ever since, while he has been suffering 
| under an accumulation of poverty and ill health 


‘|| which has now brought him to the borders of the 


Mr. FESSENDEN, (inhisseat.) [thas passed | 


both Houses. 

Mr. TOOMBS. That has been repeated by the 
Senator, and I do not controvert it. My state- 
ment is equally correct. 

Mr. FESS NDEN. 

Mr. TOOMBS. It has gone to the Court of 
Claims. If the Senator wants to repeat it, I will 
allow him to do it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
when it is necessary. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope the Senator will be 
compelled to preserve order. He must do that, 
or rise and address the Chair. I shall permit no 
such interruption as that. 

Mr. President, it is admitted that this is a 
private claim. It has been before Congress ten 
or twelve years, and has been rejected by Con- 

ress. It has gone to the Court of Claims, and 
ie rejected by that court. We have probably 
over one hundred private bills that have been 
passed by the other House, and reported in favor 
of by the committees of the Senate, which the 


I do not deny it. 


I only wish to repeat it 


consideration of this very amendment defeats. | 


Is this case more meritorious than those? You 
have given to this claimant a court in which his 
case might be tried. He has gone there, and it 
has been rejected, with a recommendation to our 
clemency. It has no pretext of ex debito justitie, 
but it is ex gratia. 
Government to pay him anything. 

cannot be sustained on either ground. 

It is true, as the Senator says, we do things 
here as members of Congress that we would not 
do as individuals. It would be well for the 
aan if they took the same care of the high 
trust the public has given them, and saved its 
money as they do theirown. That is the great 
difficulty in the Government. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
cause I do not wish to mislead the Senate, or 
have the Senate misled) that I do not pretend 
that this claim had ever passed Congress. If it 
had, it would have been settled; but I say, as I 
said before, that it has passed one House or the 
other a considerable number of times—I believe 
eleven—and it has never been rejected by either; 
that is to say, that it has never been acted upon 
by both Houses during the same Congress. That 
has been the difficulty. 

Mr. STUART. r beg to say that it was re- 
jected in the House of Megttekntalives while I 
was a member, after a most laborious and com- 
plete discussion. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Then | have been mis- 


The claim 


There is no obligation of the | 


'grave. This is the last opportunity to act upon 
his case. Of course, | never knew anything about 


|| it until two or three days ago, when it came be- 


| 
‘ 
j 


} 





I desire to repeat (be- | 


|| in the Senate, and its passage recommenc 
|| their committees, and has been passed by this 


|| Mr. FESSENDEN. 


|| remedy is about to be applied. 


|| Chair submits to the Senate. 


| fore the committee; but, in my judgment, this 
Congress cannot be justified, when a question of 
this kind is brought to its consideration, before 
God or the country, in rejecting it, for any such 
| reason as violating a rule of order. If it is a just 


|, case, it ought to be taken up and acted upon | 
wherever we get a chance to act orrit, and I hope 
|| it will be inserted as an amendment to this bill. 

| 


Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey. I will state 


|| that this case has been reported favorably four 
|| times by committees of the House of Repre- 


| sentatives, and has passed that body three several 
| times; thatit has been three several times 0 Ar 


ed by 


| body. 
Not since I have been 


| 


|| here. ° 
I have heard it said that the | 


Mr. HUNTER. 


He 1} 


satisfied of the validity of said conflicting tide, and of the 
expediency of continuing said reserve: nd provided fur- 
ther, That in lieu of said reserve he may cause other pub- 


lic lands to be selected or appropriated of equal amount for 
such purpose. 


Mr. HUNTER. This seems to be a large 

urchase. How many Indians are there? What 
is the size of the reservation ? 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. This is the first Indian 
reservation that was ever established under the 
law passed three or four years ago establishing 
Indian reservations in California. It has been in 
successful operation ever since. It was selected 
in a remote part of the State, because it was be- 


lieved there would be no Spanish grants the:e 


interfering with the location. It turns out since 
then that a claim has been made which covers the 
whole reservation of forty-nine thousand acres. 
That claim has been affirmed by the board of 
commissioners for that State, and an appeal has 
been taken to the Supreme Court of the United 
States, in which it has not yet been decided. 
This appropriation is contingent, looking to the 


| possibility of the title of the United States to the 


_ whole reservation being declared invalid. 


é In that 
case it invests the President with discretionary 


| power to buy the reservation at $1 25 an acre, or 
locate other lands in lieu of it. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. 1 ask the unanimous 


| consent of the Senate to submit an amendment in 


only remedy for the mode in which we load down | 


| the appropriation bills on the last night of the 
| session, was to lose one of them. I believe the 
I think if we go 
| on in this manner it will be applied. 


| conference will have to cut off all the amend- 
ments, and report the skeleton of the bill back. 
The PRESIDENT protempore. It is objected 
| that this isa private claim. That question the 
Mr. YULEE. [ask that the question be sub- 
mitted, in what I believe to be the usual form: 
| whether it will be the pleasure of the Senate to 
| receive the amendment. I think that that is the 
form in which the question has been put in other 
cases. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
has been put in the proper form. 
The amendment was decided to be a private 
claim; there being, on a division—ayes 16, noes 


23 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. ‘I have two amendments 
to offer from the Committee on Indian Affairs. I 


ask that the question be first put on the follow- 
ing: 

And be it further enacted, That the President of the United 
States may enlarge the area of the reservation Mendocino 
by extending its boundary northward along the coast of the 
Pacific ocean, to the vicinity of Cape Mendocino, embracing 
sufficient territory for the colonization of the Indians in 
the coast range of mountains north of the bay of San Fran- 
cisco, and also those in the valley of the Sacramento river ; 
but such extension shal! not interfere with the preémption 
claims of settlers. 


The question 





We shall || 
| have either to lose the bill, or the committee of || 


| 
i} 


| 


lieu of one which has already been offered, pro- 

viding for temporary clerks in the Indian office. 
| It describes the purpose much more accurately 
_and minutely. I ask that, by common consent, 
it be substituted for the amendment before offered, 
| and adopted. 

Mr. HUNTER. In the legislative appropria- 
| tion bill there was a provision for clerks for the 
| Indian office. 
| Mr. SEBASTIAN. That was stricken out. 

Mr. HUNTER. Then it is useless, after the 
House has rejected it, to renew it again. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. It was stricken out unad- 
visedly. The Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
| sayS that these clerks are necessary to the per- 
| sonnel of the office; and that it is impossible to get 
|along without them. The amendment that [ 
| propose as a substitute for the other is: 
| And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the In- 
| terior be authorized to employ in the office of Indian Af- 
| fairs, five clerks of class two, in addition to those now 
| allowed by law, from and after the 30th of June, 1857, and 
| for their compensation the sum of $7,000 is hereby appro- 
| 


priated out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated ; the same to be in lieu of five temporary 
| clerks heretofore authorized to be employed in said office. 


My motion is to allow that to be substituted by 


|| common consent, in lieu of the one offered some 


time since. 

Mr. HUNTER. I agree to that. 

There being no objection, the amendment was 
substituted for the one offered on the same 
subject. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the bill will now be 


| reported to the Senate. 


Mr. STUART. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands to offer an amendment 
as a new section, which | have not been able to 

| offer here to-day: 


And be it further enacted, That the provisions of the. sixth 
section of the ‘‘ Actin addition to certain acts granting bounty 
land to certain officers and soldiers who have been engaged 
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tn the military service of the United States,” be extended to 
all lands entered with scrip issued to Choctaw Indians, 
growing out of the treafy of 1830. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. STUART. 


to offer. 


I have one more amendment 


THE 


The majority of the Committee on Fi- || 


nance have instructed me to report the following — 


amendment as an additional section: 


And be it further enacted, That the proper accounting offi- 
cere of the Treasury be, and they are hereby, authorized 
and directed to reéxamine the account between the United 
States and the State of Maryland, as the same was, from 
tim® to time, adjusted under the act passed on the 13th of 
May, 1826, entitled “An act authorizing the payment of in- | 
terest due to the State of Maryland,’ and on such reéxam- | 
ination to assume the sums expended by the State of Mary- 
land for the use and benefit gf the United States, and the 
sums refunded and repaid by the United States to the said 
State, and the times of such payments, as being correctly 
stated in the account, as the same has heretofore been | 
passed at the Treasury Department; but in the calculation | 
of interests due under the act aforesaid, the following rules 
shall be observed, to wit: Interest shall be calculated up to 
the time of any payment made. To this interest the pay- 
ment shall be first applied, and, if it exceed the interest due, | 
the balance shall be applied to diminish the principal. If 
the payment falls short of the interest, the balance of inter- 
est shall not be added to the principal so as to produce in- 
terest. Second interest shall be allowed the State of Mary- 
land on such sums Only on which the said State either paid 
— or lost interest by the transfer of an interest-bearing 

und. 

And be it further enacted, That if, upon such reéxamina- 
tion of the account and application of the above rules, any 
money shall be found to be due to the State of Maryland, 
the same shall be paid out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. IVERSON. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Claims to offer the following amend- 
ment, to be inserted as an additional section: 


And beit further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treas. 
ary be, and he is hereby, authorized and required to pay, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
oaeety, to Laura A. Stebbins, of Bangor, in the State of 

aine ; Catherine C. Ward, of Roxbury, in the State of 
Massachusetts; Rufus Mansur, of Houlton, in the State of 
Maine ; and James A. Drew, of Phenix, in the State of 


Rhode Island, the sum of $3,353 each, being, in all, the sum || 


of $13,422, in full compensation for three thousand three 
hundred and fifty-three acres of land, in the half township 
in the State of Maine, granted by the State of Massachu- 
setts to the late General Eaton, and called the *“‘ Eaton 
grant,’’ to which said parties lost title by the operation of 
the fourth article of the treaty of 9th August, 1842, “To 


settle and define the boundary between the United States || 


and the possessions of her Britannic Majesty in North 
America:’’ Provided, That the said Laura A. Stebbins, 
Catherine C. Ward, Rufus Mansur, and James A. Drew 
shall execute deeds of release to the parties holding “ pos- 
sessory,’’ or ‘‘ equitable possessory claims,’’ to the said 
three thousand three hundred and fifty-three acres of land, 


ony portion thereof, as described in the reports made to |' during the suspension of the jurisdiction of the 
a 


the Governor and Council of Maine, by Ebenezer Hutchin- 
son and others, commissioners under a resolution passed 
by the Legislature of said State on the 12th day of April, 
1854, and the plan of surveys accompanying said reports, 
and of record in the land office of said State : And provided 
also, That it shall appear to the satisfaction of the land 

ut of said State of Maine that such deeds of release do 

ectually convey a good title to said lands, except so far | 
as said titles have been affected by the operation of the 
treaty aforesaid: 2nd provided further, That if it shall 
appear to the said land agent that the aforesaid parties are | 
incompetent to make such deeds of release to the whole of | 
said lands, then they shall be entitled to receive a pro rata | 
only of the compensation provided in this act for so much 
thereof as they shill convey as aforesaid. 

And be it further enacted, That the Secretary be, and he | 
is hereby, authorized and required to pay, out of any un- 
orepensee money in the Treasury, to Edmund Monroe 
and Benjamin Sewall, of Boston, in the State of Massachu- 
setts, the sum of $19,540, in the proportion of three fourths 
thereof to the former, and one fourth to the latter, in full 
compensation for three thousand three hundred and eighty- 
five acres of land in the western half of “ Plymouth town- | 
ship,”? so called, in the Staie of Maine, and the sum of | 
788 to Rufus Mansur, of Houlton, Maine, and James A. | 

w, of Ph@mix, Rhode Island, in full compensation for | 
sixteen hundred and ninety-two acres of land in the eastern 
half of said township, to which the said parties severally 
lost title by the operation of the fourth article of the afore- 
said treaty: Provided, That the regulations, restrictions, 
p= cme “Serna in = provisoes to the first section 

made, to all intents and pur 8, appli- 
cableto this section. Fer 
ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the | 
Treasury be, and he is hereby, directed to pay, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to Laura 
A, Stebbins, of Bangor, Maine, and Catherine C. Ward, of 
Dore’ r, Massachusetts, the sum of $6,650; and to Ed- | 
mund Monroe and Benjamin Sewall, of the city of Boston, in 
Massachusetts, the sum of $7,635, in the proportion of three 
fourths of the same to said Monroe, and one fourth to said 
Sewall; and to James A. Drew, of Phenix, Rhode Island, 
and Rufus Mansur, of Houlton, Maine, the sum of $9,328 ; 
the said several sums being in full compensation, at the rate 
of one dollar per acre, for timber taken from lands owned | 
by said parties, respectively, and located in the Eaton grant 
and Plymouth township, (so called.) in the State of Maine, | 
and within the district recognized as the “ disputed terri- | 
tory,” — which timber a and lost, to the pro- | 
n cons ce plomatic ment | 
entered into between the United Gentes ond Great Beitain 


|| been in dispute between them.”’ 


| 





| long as I dared tres 


the treaty of 1842, between the United States and 


| party within the limits of the territory which, by this treaty 


| claims arising from a possession and improvement of any 


| ments made thereon; and in all other respects the two con- 
| tracting parties agree to deal upon the most liberal princi- | 
|| ples of equity with the settlers actually ie the 


| notembraced in the treaty. 


| tion to the Senate. 


gested that it was a private claim, but that it was 
an fact to carry out an as law, and there- 


amendment is to carry out the provisions of a 


and pending before the Senate as a private bill, is | 





in 1832, by which both parties agreed to abstain from the 
exercise of jurisdiction in said Territory. 

Mr. HUNTER. That is a private claim. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. dt has already been voted | 
down by the Senate. | 

Mr. IVERSON. The Senator from Virginia || 
is mistaken when he says this is a private claim. | 
It is no more a private claim than is the payment | 
of a sum of money due as salary to an officer, or | 
anything else to be paid undera law. This is | 
a private claim so far as it makes an appropria- | 
tion of money to individuals; but it appropriates 


| 


money to those individuals to carry out an exist- 
ing treaty, which is the supreme law of the land. 
I will explain to the Senate the condition of this 
amendment in afew words. It is to carry out 
Great Britain, the fourth article of which is: 

* Art. 4. All grants of land heretofore made by either 


falls within the dominions of the other party, shall be held 
valid, ratified, and confirmed to the persons in possession | 
under such grants, to the same extentas if such territory had, 
by this treaty, fallen within the dominions of the party by 
whom such grants were made ; and all equitable possessory 


lot or parcel of land by the person actually in possession, 
or by those under whom such person claims, for more than 
six years before the date of this treaty, shall in like manner 
be deemed valid, and be confirmed and quieted by a release, | 
to the person entitled thereto, of the title to such lot or | 
parcel of land so described as best to include theimprove- | 


} 
} 


territory falling to them respectively, which has heretofore | 


That is the obligation, and those are the terms 
of the treaty. This claim arises in this way: 


“ Firnst.—Possessory claims. This class arises under the 
fourth article of the treaty, which provides that persons who | 
had seutled upon the disputed territory, and had been in pos- 
session of their lots for more than six years before the date 
of the treaty, should be confirmed in their titles and quieted 
by release.”’ 


I quote from the report of the Committee on 
Claims: 

** Of this class there are ahout one hundred cases, coverin 
about eight thousand four hundred and thirty-four acres o 
land, the title to which being, by the provision of the treaty, 
vested in the occupants, is thereby lost to the proprietors, 
and for whicli compensation is claimed. The value of this 
land the committee have fixed, from the testimony, at four 
dollars per acre, amounting in all to $33,736, and for the 





| payment of which provision is made by the first and second 
| sections of the accompanying bill.”’ | 


There is also a second class of claims for what 


_are called timber depredations—for timber said to | 


have been taken from the lands of the claimants | 


United States and of the State of Maine, at the 
request of the United States, while negotiations 
were pending. ‘That isa separate class of claims 
‘he obligation of this | 
Government was, that possessory claims of six | 
years and upwards should be protected and re- | 
spected ; and that the proprietors, the legal owners | 
of the title, should be protected in it. The object | 
of thisamendmentis to indemnify the legal owners 
of this property under the provision of the treaty | 
by which their title was to be secured to them. 














Mr. HUNTER. I raise the question of order 
that it is a private claim. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Wetter 
in the chair.) ‘The Chair will submit that ques- | 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to state that this 
morning, on an amendment which provided for 
strictly a private claim, I understood the honor- 
able chairman of the Committee on Finance sug- 


fore without the operation of the rule. This 
treaty; a treaty is the supreme law of the land; 
and, therefore, [ submit that the amendment is 
just as much in order as that to which he made 
no objection on that ground. 

Mr. STUART. The Committee on Claims 
have reported a private bill to cover this very 
same subject. It was brought up forthe consider- 
ation of the Senate the other day. I argued it as 
on the time of the Senate | 





with the Senator from Ohio, (Mr. Wape,] and 
the Senate refused to consider it at that time. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 
the next Friday. 
Mr. STUART. Yes, sir. Nowif a private | 
claim, reported from the Committee on ims, 


It was postponed until 














Mareh 8, 











not a private claim, then we had better go back 
and make it general by inserting every private 
bill on the Calendar on this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
will not decide the question, but will submit it to 
the Senate whether the amendment shall be re. 


ceived. 


The Senate refused to receive the amendment. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to offer an amend. 


ment as a new section: 

And be it further enacted, That the report of the Courtot 
Claims in the case of David Myerle, in which said court 
recognized the said claim to be equitable and just, byt 
failed to name an amount tobe allowed, be, and the same 
is hereby, referred, together with all the testimony taken jp 
behalf of the United States, and said Myerle, to the First 
Comptroller of the Treasury, with instructions to that officer 
to settle the sme upon principles of equity and justice. 

Mr. STUART. That is the same amendment 
which the Senate refused to receive some time 
since. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It is very different. Its 
provisions are entirely different. 

Mr. STUART. It is the same case. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It refers to the same 
case, but contains different provisions. 

Mr. YULEE, This amendment contains no 


appropriation. 
Mtr. HUNTER. It is to settle a private claim. 
Mr. STUART. The Senate decided not to 


receive this amendment some time ago, under the 
rules, and it is not in order to offer it again. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair 
decides this to bea new amendment. The ques- 
tion is, whether the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Maine will be received by the Sen- 
ate. 

The Senate refused to receive the amendment. 


Mr. WILSON. I offer an amendment as an 
additional section, which does not appropriate 
any money, but directs the expenditure of a sum 
already appropriated: 

“ind be it finer enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall settle and adjust with all the parties respect- 
ively interested therein, on principles of equity and justice, 
all damages, losses, and liabilities, incurred or sustained by 
said parties respectively, On account of their contract for 
manufacturing brick for the Washington aqueduct ; and he 
is hereby directed to pay the amount found due by such 
adjustment and settlement, out of the appropriation made 
for paying liabilities of said aqueduct, by the act making 
appropriations for certain civil expenses of Government for 
the-year ending June 30, 1857,” approved August the 18th, 
1856: Provided, That the said parties first surrender to the 
United States all the bricks made, together with all the 
machinery and appliances, and other personal property 
prepared for executing the said contract, and that the said 
contract be canceled. 

I will state very briefly this case. A contract 
was made by the Government to manufacture a 
great quantity of brick for the aqueduct. A large 
amount of machinery was brought upon the 

round, and great expenditure incurred. The 

overnment afterwards abandoned the work. 
During the last session a committee of the House 
of Representatives warned the country against it. 
Congress at the last session passed an act appre. 
riating $250,000 to pay the indebtedness of the 
overnment, but it is thought by the officers that 
it does not cover this case. I have submitted the 
prcoemnan that the matter may be referred to the 
cretary of the Treasury, and properly adjusted. 

Mr. HUNTER. [raise the question of order. 
That is a private claim as much as Myerle’s. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. WELLER.) 
The Chair will submit the question to the Senate 
whether the amendment shall be received. 

The amendment was not received. 


Mr. RUSK. I offer an amendment from the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads: 


For building a post office and court-house at Columbia, 
South Carolina, $50,000. 

For building a court-house and post office at Raleigh, 
North Carolina, $50,000. 


For bui a court-house and post office at Madison, 
Wisconsth 000. j 

For building a court-house and post office at Greenville, 
South Carolina, $30,000. 

For a court-house and post office at Memphis, in the State 
of Tennessee, $50,000. 

For a building at Tallahassee, Florida, to accommodate 
the United States courts and post office, $50,000. : 

Mr. HUNTER. I understand there is no esti- 
mate for this. , 

Mr. RUSK. There is for some of the items. 
We have adopted several amendments of the same 
kind to-day. Lask forthe yeasand nays. | 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 22, nays 13; as follows: 

_YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Biggs, Bigier, Butler, Collamer, 
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as, Durkee, Evans, Green, Houston, I » Jones 
Ortonsasees Pugh, Reid, Rusk, Seward, Stuart, homson 
of New Jersey, Weller, Wilson, Wright, and Yulee—22. | 
NAYS—Messrs. Benjamin, Brodhead, Clay, Crittenden, 
Fish, Foster, Harlan, Hunter, Jones of lowa, Nourse, Pratt, 
‘Toombs, and Wade—13. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. RUSK. I have another amendment: 
And be it further enacted, That the sum of $20,000 be, and | 


the same is hereby, appropriated, to be paid to the deputy | 
ystmastr rs of distributing offices, so as to allow them, with | 








the commissions and allowances already received by them || 


since the 30th of June, 1853, a quarterly compensation of | 
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point; but they are to be paid just as much for 
carrying the letters in twenty days as in twelve 
or eleven days. By this means the merchants’ 
letters, instead of being dispatched by the regular 
steam line now provided for, the speed of which 
is known, must go, unless they are designated to 
| §° by some other line. No matter what the 
| dispatch of the new line may be, all letters in the 
office must be put on board. This seems to me 
entire! 


have for carrying the foreign mails. 





Besides 


|| that, they will have no mail to bring-+rome. In 


$500. p > ; 7} 
Mr. HUNTER. How many deputy post- | Europe the mails will be put on board the 


masters does this reach? How many salaries does 
jt raise? 


Mr. RUSK. I suppose it reaches ten or fifteen. | 


The Senator from 

Mr. IVERSON. 
the postmasters whom it will affect: at Portland, | 
Maine; Providence, Rhode Island; Buffalo, New 
York; Erieand Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; Norfolk, 
Virginia; Raleigh, North Carolina; Savannah and 
Columbus, Georgia; Cincinnati, Ohio; Indianap- | 
olis, Indiana; Louisville and Maysville, Ken- | 
tucky; Memphis, Tennessee; and Natchez and | 
Vicksburg, Mississippi. The amount is only | 
$14,953, but the committee put the appropriation | 
at $20,000, in order to be certain to cover the en- | 
tire amount. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. RUSK. I offer another amendment as an | 
additional section: 


And be it further enacted, That whenever a line or lines | 
of American steamers shall be started from a port or ports 
in Europe, the proprietors of such line or lines may, if they 
or either of them shall see fit, notify the Postmaster Gen- 
eral of their contemplated arrangements, and of their will- 
ingness to receive on board such mails as are destined to 
and from foreign ports, and to deliver the same at their re- 
spective destinations, under such regulations as now apply 


eorgia has the list. 
I have the list, and will state 


to the ocean mail service of the United States, so far as the | 


mails are concerned ; and thereupon it shall be the duty of | 
the Postmaster General to cause such mails to be made up 
to and from Europe, and to cause the same to be delivered 
on board of such steamers respectiyely, at a proper hour 
prior to their departure. In consideration of such service, 
the Postmaster General shall pay to the proprietors of the | 
line or lines performing such service, the amount of the 
postage collected for the transportation of sueh mail matter, 
to be paid as received, or at such times as may be agreed 
upon: Provided, however, That said line or lines, having 


such United States mails on board, shall not depart from | 


the United States‘on the same days that may be designated 
for the departure of our present ocean mail lines. 

Mr. HUNTER. If T understand this amend- 
ment, | am for it with all my heart. It is a prop- 
osition to allow the various lines of mail steamers 
to take the postages they earn; but it comes prop- 
erly as an amendment tothe mail steamer appro- 


|| objection made by the Senator from 


regular steamers. 


whether the Southampton or the Collinsline. Of 
| course all the correspondence from Europe would 


|| come in the regular lines, and these vessels would 
. | 
It seems to me that this under- 


| have none of it. 
| taking to affect the existing arrangement between 
| here and Europe, is putting a piece of new cloth 
in an old garment, which will make the rent ex- 
| ceedingly bad. 

| ‘Mr. YULEE. A single word in reply to the 
ermont. 


board steamships that are unsafe or slow, for the 
reason that insecure ships and slow ships cannot 
maintain themselves in the commerce of the ocean; 
and it will be in the power of the parties who write 
tetters to dictate the vessels on board of which 
lhey shall go by a direction on the letters. 

he amendment was agreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes 19, noes 14. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 am authorized by the 
Committee on the Library to present an amend- 
ment, which was adopted by the Senate at the last 
session, a single Senator voting against it. 
to insert as an additional section: 

And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Sen- 


ate and the Clerk of the House of Representatives are 
hereby directed to continue the compilation of congres- 


the American State Papers, in the same manner as the first 
series thereof; and the joint Library Committee are hereby 
| directed to contract with the publishers of the first series of 
the State Papers for the reprint of two thousand copies of the 
said first series, and two thousand five hundred copies of the 
continuation herein provided for, supplying such omissions 
in the first series as the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk 
of the House of Representatives may direct, at the same 
price per volume as was paid for the first series, and to dis- 
tribute a copy of t#® entire work, free of charge, to each 
Senator, member, and Delegate of the present Congress, 





and five hundred copies in the Department of the Interior, 
to be distributed by the Seeretary of said Department to 





priation bill. Lam afraid of it here. Lreally want 
to get this bill through as soon as possible. I 


suggest to the Senator from Texas that he had | 


better reserve thisamendmentfor the mail steamer 


appropriation bill. I acknowledge it would be a | 


great reform—one for which he willdeserve credit, 
if he can succeed in establishing it; but I am afraid 
of it here. 

Mr. RUSK. If it will pass on the mail steamer 
bill, it will certainly pass here; and by putting it 
here there will be more time for it. My own 
opinion is, that the mail steamer bill will come up 
at so late an hour that we had better put the 
amendment on this bill. 

Mr. HUNTER. As soon as we dispose of 
this bill, we shall) take up the mail steamer bill 
immediately. 

Mr. COLLAMER. As I understand this prop- 
Osition, it is to put the foreign mails on board 
any line of steamets, though it may be composed 
of only a single vessel, running between the United 
States and foreign countries, and pay them what- 
ever the ocean postage may be on the letters they 
carry. This would be initiating anentirely new 
system, inconsistent with the one we now have. 

or instance, a mail steamer is proposed to go 
from New York to Liverpool, or two steamers, 
making what is called a line. They start, if you 
please, three days or a week before our regular 
mail line. It will be the duty of the postmaster 
of the city of New York, according to this scheme, 
to put on board that steamer the United States 
mails, if applied for, and, of course, whatever 


correspondence for Europe may be in the post- | 


office must be dispatched by that line. There is 
no provision as to how long the trip shall be. 
They may be twenty or thirty days instead of 
ten or twelve days; we have no security on that 


\| paren libraries in the several States and Territories of the 
| United States; and the residue shall be held in the custody 
|| of the Secretary of the Interior, subject to the future direc- 
| tion of Congress. The Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
| directed to pay, out of any money in the Treasury of the 
'| United States hot otherwise appropriated, the cost of such 
| portions of the work as may from time to time be completed 
|| and delivered to the Secretary of the Interior, upon his 
|| certificate of such delivery. 
||} Mr. TOOMBS. Ido not see much objection 
|| to the publication of the State Papers; they may 
|| be very necessary; but I see great objection to 
i this amendment. I move to strike out all that 
|| part of it which directs the contract to be made 
| with any particular publisher or at any particular 
| price. If it be important to print the State Papers, 
\| we can print them according to existing rates and 
|| prices, and have them published by such persons 
|| as will do the work as a business transaction. 
| Why should we employ the former publisher at 
the rates of forty years ago? Can there be any 
reason for it, except a wish to pay somebody four 
or five times more than we can get the work done 
for? If you will strike out all that relates toa 
particular price and particular publishers, and 
|| simply leave it a proposition directing the State 
1 Papers to be compiled, you will remove many 
| objections in my mind. I move that amendment. 
r. PUGH. I ask the Senator from Georgia 
to move to strike out also that part relative to 


| 
| distribution to members of Congress. That 
| 
! 


| 
| 
| 





| 
| 
| 
| 





violates the compensation bill. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I beg the Senator’s pardon. 
I think the compensation bill permits the distri- 
bution of such works as are published by the Con- 


gress to which the member belongs. it may be 
otherwise; but that is my impression. Anyt ing 
published by authority of this Congress can, o 


course, be distributed among its members. 
‘| Mr. TOOMBS. My proposition is to strike 


inconsistent with the regulations we | 


In England they are put on | 
i] * 
|| board their own steamers, unless they are des- || 
} ignated to come by the regular American lines, || 
| 


and deposit two hundred copies in the State Department for || 
its own use and for exchange with foreign Governments, | 


| 





| 





There is no danger that the mails will be put on || 


It is | 


|| ble cost of this 





out that part which directs the contract to be 
made with the publishers of the first series at the 
price paid for the first series. The first series 
was printed many years ago, at the old congres- 
sional rates of 1819, or some other great sum, 
much greater than is now paid for such work. 
[t is well known that for many years we had a 
grent deal of trouble about the printing rates of 
1819, and there were propositions to reduce them 
thirty-three percent. Those rates were fixed be- 
fore the power-press was invented, and when 
everything connected with the business of print- 
ing, except labor, was very dear. I recollect 
that when the Annals of Congress were printed, 
the best publishers in the United States would 
have done the work for $100,000 less than was 
iven for it. Itwas known to be worth $150,000 
y giving it to a particular person. 

Mr. CLAY. ‘I should like to know from the 
Senator from Louisiana what is to be the proba- 
ublication? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I do not know. I con- 
sider that no reasonable cost which such a work 
would amount to would be too much for furnish- 
ing us these papers. They are absolutely indis- 
pensable for facilitating the public business, 

Mr. TOOMBS. Iam not complaining that this 


| will cost money, but I wish to have the work 


sional documents published by Congress under the name of || 








| 


done at the price for which it may now be fairly 

done. My amendment is to strike out all that 

concerns a particular publisher and a particular 
rice. 

Mr. CLAY. As Tunderstand this proposition, 
it provides for reprinting a portion of these works, 
and I think it is a very proper inquiry what it is 
to cost. I do not see the necessity for the reprint. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Itis simply for this reason: 
that those books, which are of immense value, 
are entirely out of print. They are congressional 
documents. The number of copies was originally 
quite limited, and they are not to be bought How 
except at an exorbitant price, when occasionally 
a person dies or a library is sold out. We cannot 
get them in the book-storesatall. They are docu- 
ments connected with the history of the country; 
they are documents connected with the transac- 
tion of the public business of the country. Amer- 
ican citizens have a right to this information. It 
ought to be spread amongst them; it is a part of 
their political education. The original edition was 
exceedingly limited—adapted to the state of the 
country nearly a third of a century ago. If we 
are going to continue the publication of these 
State papers, the original series ought also to be 
reprinted, to enable the present generation -to 
obtain them. 


Mr. CLAY. I will then ask the Senator from 


| Louisiana for whom are they to be reprinted? Is 
| it for members of Congress? 


Mr. BENJAMIN. The reprint of the first 
series is for the public libraries of the departments 
belonging to the public. The fresh ceries, the 


| new volumes, are for the members of Congress, 


and the public Departments. Each member of 


| the Congress which orders the continuation of the 


series is to have one copy of the continuation as 
a public document ordered by this Cengress, and 
nothing further. 

Mr. CLAY. Two thousand seem to me to be 
a very large number forthe Departments and the 
Congressional Library. 

Mr. YULEE. I think the first series of the 
State Papers comprise twenty volumes. If so, 
the reprint of two thousand copies of them will 
involve the reprinting of forty thousand volumes 
of books. They cannot cost less than ten dollars 
a volume, which will amount to $400,000. Itvis 
no small item which is proposed for the reprint- 
ing of the first series. ‘There may bea vers ane 
propriety in continuing the compilation, but to 
reprint the old series now seems to me to be en- 
tirely unnecessary. I move to strike out that 
portion of the amendment. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I hope that will not be 
done. I do not know why the Senator from 
Florida says it will cost ten dollars a volume to 
reprint the first series. 

Mr. YULEE. I will tell the Senator why. I 
understand that the Court of Claims, having 
occasion to purchase these books a few days 
ago, were obliged to pay twenty dollars a volume. 
I take it for granted that a book of the size of the 
volumes of State Papers will not be printed by a 
contractor and furnished for less than ten dollars. 
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Mr. BENJAMIN. 
ator from Florida for furnishing me this argu- 
ment. 
justice has been unable to procure this work, it 
has be¢ome so rare, without paying twenty dol- 
lars a volume, 

Mr. NOURSE. I have before me the act to 
regulate the compensation of members of Con- 
gress, the fifth section of which provides 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I beg the Senator from 
Maine to yield me the floor a moment. I desire 





to offer an amendment to strike out that pa 1] 


which provides for the distribution to mem 
of Congress. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will say to the Senator from Louisiana, that the 
Senator from Georgia has already offered an 
amendment to the amendment, to strike out cer- 
tain portions of it. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS. I suppose, by general consent, 
the Senator can modify his own amendment. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I desire to modify my 
amendment by striking out that part which pro- 
vides for distribution amongst members of Con- 

ress. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
modified. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. It seems to me that this 
is about the biggest book job I have seen in Con- 
gress for a long time. As the Senator from Flor- 
ida has shown, the cost of the reprint will not 
be less than $400,000. Then there is the compi- 
lation and continuation of the work. I thought 
the speech of the Senator from Louisiana, at the 
opening of this Congress, against the congres- 
sional book-publishing business, was one of the 
best Lever heard. Now, after the compensation 
law has passed, after we have informed the coun- 
try that we had increased our pay, and would 
have no more books, we are to vote ourselves a 
copy of these numerous volumes. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The Senator did not hear 
me just now withdraw that portion of the prop- 
osition, The proposition, as | offered it, was the 
same one that passed the Senate last year before 
the compensation law. I did not look over it 
again with reference to that law; but now I have 
modified it by striking out that portion which 
provides for distribution amongst members of 
Congress. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Although the Senator has 
withdrawn the portion which gives us the books, 
they are to be published; and the next Congress 
wili distribute them amongst the members; and 
this book-distributing business, this roundabout 
mode of members voting themselves pay, will be 
continued, 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 hope we shall have the 
question. We have very lite time left. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not know that I 
should have any objection to an examination of 
the State Papers, and the publication of such of 
them as ought to be published; but I have a very 
strong objection to the passage of this proposition 
in the shape in which it stands. It provides for a 
reprint of the State Papers which have been pub- 
lished. I doubt the propriety of that. Although 
there is a great deal of ood matter in them, I 
know there is a great deal of quite valueless 
matter. The books are large; I think there are 
twenty-one volumes. They costa very large sum 
of money. It strikes me the proper mode would 
be, in the first place, to have the State Papers 
examined, and then have an estimate made, from 
aed authority, of what it is necessary to pub- 


ers 


It will be so 


ish, and what the publication would cost, and | 


have it done by contract in the proper and ordi- 
nary way. As it stands now, itis to go into the 
hands of those who have heretofore had this pub- 
lication in charge. The price and all the particu- 


lars are left indefinite and loose. There is no con- || 


tro! except that of the Committee on the Library, 
who cannot give to it that attention which it 
ought toreceive. It would be involving the coun- 
try in a very large expense for what will be, in 
my judgment, in a great degree useless, and, as 
the Senator from Pennsylvania remarks, we shall 
have fastened upon us another very great book 
job. If we have the republication at a price of 
$400,000, we shall have to pay an equal amount 
for the continuation of the work, and perhaps 
much more. We cannot tell where it will end. 


There is no security; the amendment is not || 


guarded. This printing is not to be done as ordi- 


I am thankful to the Sen- || nary printing, according to law, under the direc- 


It appears now that one of our courts of | 


pe pane —— ee ee 


tion of the Superintendent of Printing. We ought | 
to know what we are to publish. As it stands | 
now, it is too much of a job. 1 am opposed to | 
it altogether, and I hope the Senate will vote it | 
down. | 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I believe it | 
is the concurrent testimony of the scientific and | 
political world that the people of the United | 
States are indifferent to the preservation of mate- | 
rials of their own history. I think that is the | 
unanimous voice of the civilized world. What- 
ever may be thought about our success, we are 
less careful—we have less material for the illus- 
tration of the history of our country from its | 
foundation to this time, than there is preserved | 
of any cotemporaneous people. When we look 
at the trust that we have taken on ourselves to 
discharge towards mankind, and compare our 

materials for political’ history with those which | 

are preserved by every parepee State, I am 

quite sure that the judgment which we shall pro- 
| nounce on ourselves will be that of neglect instead 
of excess. 

My honorable friend from Maine thinks we 
might expurgate the State Papers of our fathers, 
and of the generations which are past, and save | 
out of them that which would be useful, and 
reject much that would be useless. Sir, that is 
precisely the difficulty that we, at this day, are 
unable to determine what the world will ulti- 
mately judge to be important, instructive, and 
<a | We have, in a great degree, guarded 
against this neglect by having directed a report 
of all the debates of Congress. That is a recent 
affair. We are endeavoring, by this proposition, 
to go back, and provide for and preserve in the 
archives of the Government, and the public libra- 
ries, documents and debates, which will be as 
full as we can make them; but when we make 
them as full as we possibly can, they will be less 
satisfactory than hens we are preserving of our 
own transactions, 

The honorable Senator from Pennsylvania is 
not satisfied with this proposition. hen the 
, honorable Senator from Louisiana accommodates 
himself to that Senator’s opposition by withdraw- 
ing so much of the amendment as provides for the 
distribution of these documents among members 
of Congress, the honorable Senator says the books 
will be preserved, and they will be here when the 
next Congress meets, and the next Congress will 
make agreat job. I beg to say to my honorable 





friend from Pennsylvaniathat I donot know what | 


his political chances are, but if I am not much 
mistaken, he will be a member of the next Con- 
gress, or the very next one after that, from the 
| State of Pennsylvania. 


out of Congress a great while in such a district 
as his, 


we should all give up our seats, wisdom would 


not die with us, but our successors would be as | 


wise as we are. 

Mr. HUNTER. Does this come from any 
committee? I forgot to ask before. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I stated when I offered the 


mittee on the Library, they having reported it 
last year, and this being but a repetition of the 
proposition which last year passed the Senate 
Pith but a single dissentient voice. 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 















He is too useful— too | 
watchful a man for the public interests to be kept 


At all events, if he will not be here at | 
the next Congress, I am quite sure, that even if | 


amendment that I had the authority of the Com- | 





Mr. IVERSON. I rise to a point of order. 
The Chair decided yesterday that it was not 
competent for any member to propose an amend- 
ment to an appropriation bill without the authority 
of a committee of the Senate, and that no person 
except a member of the committee could make 
| the proposition. The Senator from Louisiana is 
not a member of the Committee on the Library, 
and therefore it is not competent for him to pro- 
pose the amendment. 
| _ The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
| does not know whether the Senator from Louis- 
‘| jana belongs to that committee or not. The rule 
| of the Senate is, that an amendment is not in 
_ order unless moved by direction of a standing or 
| Select committee of the Senate, except in the other 
| cases in which it is admissible. The Chair con- 
| Siders that it is not competent to a committee to 
| give a direction to offer an amendment to any 
person but one of its own members. 
| Mr. IVERSON. I have the list of committees | 


i 
i 
} 
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beforesme. The Committee on the Library js 
apes of Messrs. Pearce, Cass, and Bay. 
ap. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Is the amendment ruled oy;? 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 


understood it was moved by direction of the 
Committee on the Library. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. I stated that I had the 


authority of the Committee on the Library to 


make the proposition. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 


considers the amendment not in order. 


Mr. BIGLER. Iam instructed by the Com. 
mittee on Commerce to offer an amendment, to 
which I think there will be no objection: 

And be it further enacted, That the sum of $30,000 be, 
and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to enable ‘the 
President of the United States to procure, or cause to be 
procured, a suitable site or sites, for a building or buildings, 
for a custom-house, os office, and court-house in the city 
of Trenton, State of New Jersey ; and the Secretary of the 
Treasury is hereby required to cause to be prepared and sub. 
mitted to Congress, at as early a day as practicable, a plan 
and estimates for a building or buildings, on a suitable site 
or sites ; and if a building or buildings should be on such 
site or sites, which can be remodeled or changed so as to 
answer the purpose indicated, to submit to Congress plans 
and estimates of such alterations, and also estimates for fit- 
ting up and finishing said building or buildings. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Propositions for building 
court-houses and post offices almost everywhere 
omnes the United States are continually pre- 
sented. We have nothing of this sort in my State. 
I see no reason why the same facilities should 
not be extended tothat State. I cannot consider 
that I am fulfilling my duty if I sit still, and make 
no proposition to allow the State of Arkansas to 
share alike with the other States. I move to amend 
the amendment by inserting the words: 

And for a post office and court-house at Little Rock, 
Arkansas. 

The amendment to the amendment was adopted; 
and the amendment as amended was agreed to. , 


Mr. WELLER. I believe I have offered no 
amendment to this bill. I have one to present 
now: 


And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the In- 
terior be authorized to settle and adjust the claims against 
the late United States marshal of the northern district of 
California for furnishing and fitting up rooms for the United 
States courts in said district ; and whatever sum may be 
found justly due is hereby appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. HUNTER. Is not that a private claim? 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Chair will 
submit that question to the Senate. 

Mr. WELLER. Itis the duty of the marshal to 
fit up court-rooms. He did so,and the accounts 
are unsettled, there being no fund out of which 
the Secretary could pay the charge; otherwise it 
would have been paid. 

Mr. HUNTER. The State of the Senator 
from California is deeply interested in this bill. 
If we lose it by incumbering it with amendments, 
he will lose more than he will gain by this amend- 
ment. 

Mr. WELLER. This is the only amendment 
I have offered to this bill, though I have a num- 
ber which I ought to offer. 

Mr. CLAY. I wish to suggest another reason 
why it should not be pressed on this bill. It was 
last year put upon a bill in regard to which [ was 
one of the members of a committee of conference 
on the part of the Senate. It had been objected 
to and voted down bya large majority in the 
House of Representatives, aa we were forced to 
yield it in that committee of conference, under 
the assurance that it could not pass there. The 
objection then made was, that it was a private 
claim, and the House of Representatives would 
2 indulge us in adding it to an appropriation 

ill. 

Mr. WELLER. My friend from Alabama is 
usually very accurate, but unfortunately he has 
been speaking to-night on an amendment he never 
heard of before in his life. It never was before 
either branch of Congress hitherto. It is pre- 
sented here to-night for the first time. It is true 
there was an amendment inserted in an appropt!- 
ation bill last year, and ultimately lost in a com- 
mittee of conference, in regard to the fees of the 


California; but there has pee ne been & 

proposition to pay for furnishing and fitting up 

Shain Gemeente the United State courts. 
Mr. SLIDELL. If this be in order, I must 
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offer an amendment, and I will state for. the in- 


formation of the Senate, that ve my case is | 
not so strong as that of the Senator from Cali- | 
fornia. He says this claim has never been heard 
of before in either House of Congress. My ob- | 
ject is to offer as an amendment a bill from the | 
‘House of Aer Cae that has been favorably | 
reported on by the Court of Claims, which pro- 
yides for refunding the marshal of the eastern 
district of Louisiana the amount he has paid for 
furnishing the court-house at New Orleans. I 
do not know whether the gentleman will admit 
that my claim is as meritorious as his. ; 

Mr. WELLER. It is obvious that the design 
of the Senator is to defeat this peace. He 
has been here all day while this bill has been 
pending. Why could he not offer his amend- 
ment before ? 

Mr. SLIDELL. I propose to offer it now as 
an amendment to this amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is objected 
that the amendment of the Senator from Cali- 
fornia is not inorder. The Chair submits to the 
Senate the question, whether the amendment shall 
be received under the rules. 

The amendment was not received. 


Mr. YULEE. I have an amendment which 
has been submitted to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and which is intended to | 
supply a deficiency created by a provision in the 
legislative, executive, and judicial appropriation | 
bill passed yesterday: 

To supply a deficiency in the appropriation for the sal- | 
aries of the judges of the circuit and orphans’ courts of 


the District of Columbia for the year ending the 30th June, 
1858, $4,050. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SEWARD. [am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to offer the following amend- | 
ment, which is recommended by the Secretary of | 
the Treasury, to be inserted as a new section: 


And be it further enacted, That from and after the com- 
mencement of the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1857, | 
in lieu of the present compensation, the compensation of | 
jaspectors of customs, except in ports on the Pacific coast, | 
! 
| 


shall be four dollars per day each, whenever, in the opinion | 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, such change shall be 
reasonable and proper. 

Mr. HUNTER. I should like to hear the last | 
part of that amendment again. 

The Secretary again read it. 

Mr. CLAY. Iamamember of the Committee 
on Commerce, but I was never consulted about | 
this amendment. I must ask some information | 
in regard to it. By the way, I wish to remark | 
that I do not approve of this habit of consulting | 
individual members of a committee, and getting | 
their authority to make reports here as coming 
from the committee. What this is for I have no | 
idea, and I do not suppose any member of the | 
Senate has. I have heard it estimated that it will | 
| 


take a large amount of money. I wish to know | 


from the Senator who reports it by authority of || 


acommittee of which I am a member, for I never 
heard of it before, what it is. 

Mr. SEWARD. The Committee on Com- 
merce directed me at this session and at the last | 
session of Congress to report an amendment, on 
the recommendation of the Secretary of the Treas- | 
ury, for an increase of the pay of the inspectors | 
of the customs; and at a meeting of the committee, | 
whether the honorable Senator was there or not, | 
a instructed to report it to the Senate, and I 

id it. 

Mr. BIGLER. It was at its last meeting. 

Mr.SEWARD. The honorable Senator from 
Pennsylvania, who is a member of the committee, | 


1} 


i} 


| 
| 


|| the instance of the Senator from Maryland. I 


| ask him to adopt it. 
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says it was at the last meeting of the committee. || 


This amendment was offered to-day, but it was 
connected with another proposition which met 
the approbation of the committee, to increase the 
salary of other officers. The honorable Senator 
from 
Finance, objected to that; and I then withdrew 
it, stating that I would present it at another stage 


| 
of the debate, if I thought proper. On submit- | 


ting the amendment in this shape, it received his 


irginia, the chairman of the Committee on | 


|| for this appropriation. 


| 


land now adopts it. 
| 
| 


officers that have not been increased since the 
No 1831 or 1835, should be raised one dollar a 


Nir. FESSENDEN. I suggest to the Senator 
from New York whether it would not be better 
to strike out the last clause of the amendment. 
I think the pay ought to be increased to four dol- 
lars a day; but I do not think the Secretary of 
the Treasury should have the discretion of allow- 
ing the increased pay or not. 

Mr. SEWARD. We have a right to presume 
that the Secretary of the Treasury would exercise 
that discretion wisely. That clause is inserted 
only torender the amendment more acceptable to 
the Senate. If the Senate vote it down, I have no 
objection. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 


The amendment is less 


| acceptable to me, for one, in its present shane. I 


| 


do not think that the increased pay should depend | 


on the size of the place where the custom-house 
is located. Where there are large cities and large 
customs, of course they have a large number of 
inspectors, and the labor is not so hard as in 
smaller places. If the last clause be stricken out, 
I will vote for the amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER. I will say, in regard to this 
matter, that I said to the Senator from New York 
that I believed the pay of the inspectors ought to 
be raised, and would vote for it if accompanied 
with no other proposition, and if it would not lead 
to debate. But it is so late in the session that I 
appeal to him whether we ought not to report the 
bill to the Senate without furtheramendment? Is 


it possible, if we go on amending the bill in this 


way, to carry it through? 
Mr. SEWARD. 

little, if any, debate on this subject. 
Mr. WELLER. Let us have a vote. 


I think there will be very | 


Mr. HUNTER. Ishallvoteagainst all amend- | 


ments. 

‘The amendment was not agreed to; there being, 
on a division—ayes 15, noes 20. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the bill will now be 
reported to the Senate. 


Mr. BRIGHT. Ihavean amendment to offer 
from the Committee on the District of Colum- 


|| bia: 


For opening, grading, and planting with ornamental trees, 
Boundary street, from its commencement at Rock creek to 
its terminus at the Eastern Branch of the Potomac, $50,000, 

Mr. HUNTER. I shall vote against all amend- 
ments. There are more now on the bill than the 
committee of conference can attend to. 

Mr. CLAY. I rise toa point of order. 
amendment moved from a committee? 

Mr. BRIGHT. 
on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CLAY. 
mittee? 

Mr. BRIGHT. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
offer the amendment. 

Mr. CLAY. That is my understanding. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
does not understand that a committee can dele- 


I am not. 
Then you have no right to 


| gate its authority to offer amendments to any 


other than its own members. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 
tice heretofore in the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will so rule it. It is in the power of the Senator 
appeal from the decision. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I offered the amendment at 


Mr. PRATT. 


Certainly. 
Mr. BRIGHT. 


There 1s an urgent necessity 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


Mr. BRIGHT. 


Mr. PRATT. Ido. “ 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 


assent and approbation. The whole of it is just || would inquire of the Senator from Maryland 
whether he offers the amendment from a com- | 


this: In the year 1816, the wages of these officers 
of the custom-house were fixed at three dollars 


| 
per day, and now, forty years afterwards, it is | 


necessary, in the opinion of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in order to secure a faithful discharge 


of the responsible trust in the States of the Union | 


where they are located, that the wages of these 


‘ 


mittee? 

Mr. PRATT. I offer it as a member of the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
of the committee ? 

Mr. PRATT. Yes, sir. 


Is the | 


That has not been the prac- 





1 move it from the Committee | 


Are you a member of that com- | 


The Chair 
|| would inquire whether the amendment is offered 
|| by direction of a committee? Ne 

I offered it by direction of a | 
‘| committee; but the honorable Senator from Mary- | 


By direction ' 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





‘The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If offered by 
po of a committee, the amendment is in 
order. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I have ancther amendment to 
offer, as a new section: 

ind be it further enacted, That a sum not exceeding 
$7,500 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated to pay the 
debts and liabilities created in the construction of the United 
States marine hospital at Evansville, Indiana, and now re- 
maining unpaid ; and that the Secretary of the Treasury 
cause said debts and liabilities to be paid to the person or 
persons entitled to receive the same, after being satisfied of 
the correctness of said claim. 


Mr. HUNTER. 
private claim? 

Mr. BRIGHT. No, sir; it is for the payment 
of debts growing out of the improvement of the 
marine hospital at Evansville. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. [ask if it is not the same 
amendment that was offered by the Committee on 
Commerce? 

Mr. BRIGHT. It is not the same. 
there will be no objection to it. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I have another amendment 
that I wish to offer as a new section: 


And be it further enacted, That there shall be paid to the 
Auditors. Comptrollers, Register, Solicitor, and Commis 
sioner of Customs of the Treasury Department, and to the 
Commissioners of the Land, Patent, and Pension Offices, 
and of Public Buildings, and Indian Affairs of the Interior 
Department, an additional annual compensation of $1,000 
each; and to the Recorder of the Land Office an additional 
annual compensation of $800; and to all the clerks, mes- 
sengers, and other employés of the Departments of State, 


Is not that to provide for a 


I hope 


| War, and Navy, the Treasury, and Interior, and the General 


Post Office, and the Attorney General’s Office, an additional 
annual compensation of twenty per cent. on the salaries to 
which they are now entitled by law, to take effect from 
and after the 30th of June, 1855; and the amount necessary 
to carry this clause into effect is hereby appropriated out 
ot any money in the Treasury nag otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I think, considering the gen- 
eral increase that has been made in the salary ot 
all the clerks for a number of years, and other 
officers here, from which these auditors have been 
excluded or omitted, that this is the most reason- 
able of any of the amendments for an increase of 
salary that I have seen. The amountis not above 
what is right for them to receive. 

Mr. HUNTER. This amendment proposes 
to give back pay, as | understand it. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I have no doubt this amend- 
ment will share the same fate as those ether 
amendments I offered which were voted down. 
[ understand we are now in Committee of the 
Whole. When the bill shall be reported to the 
Senate, I intend to renew all these amendments. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I move to strike out all of the 
amendment except that which relates to the heads 
of byreaus. The salaries of the clerks have been 
raised since the salaries of the heads of the bu- 
reaus have been raised. If the Senator will ex- 
clude the clerks, I shall vote for the amendment. 
If the object is to raise the salary of the clerks, I 
am opposed to it. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I think myself there is more 
propriety in raising the salaries of heads of bu- 
reaus than in increasing the pay of the clerks. 
While I think their pay might appropriately be 
raised, I have no objection to the amendment, if 
it will give strength to the residue of the original 
proposition. 

Mr. RUSK. I suggest an amendment, to in- 
clude the three Assistant Postmasters General. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Sen- 


| atoraccept that modification ? 


Mr. BRIGHT. Yes, sir. © I accept it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
understands the Senator from Georgia to propose 
an amendment to strike out all of the original 
amendment except that which relates to the heads 
of bureaus. 

Mr. RUSK. 
the mover. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
does not so understand it. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I accept the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Texas. : 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. So the Chair 
understands; but the Senator from Georgia moves 
to strike out the whole of the amendment except 
that which relates to the heads of bureaus. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I accept the amendment of 
the Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. STUART. I ask the Senator whether it 


I understand it is so modified by 
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is not eminently proper to include the Commis- | leave to state the grounds upon which I offer it. | 


sioner of Patents in his amendment? 
Mr. JONES, of lowa. He is included. 


HE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


i} 


Mr. BIGGS. I ask that the amendment be 


read as modified. 

‘I'he Secretary read it, as follows: 

And be it further enacted, That there shall be paid to the 
Auditors, Comptrotiers, Register, Solicitor, and Commis- 
sioner of Customs of the Treasury Department, and to the 
Commissioners of the Land, Patent, and Pension Offices, 
and of Public Buildings, and Indian Affairs of the Interior 
Department, and also the three Assistant Postmasters Gen- 
eral, an additional annual compensation of $1,000 each ; 
and tothe Recorder of the Land Office an additional annual 
compensation of 8800; and the amount necessary to carry 
this clause into effect is hereby appropriated out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. HUNTER. Will the Senator from Indiana 
inform me what these officers are now getting? 

Mr. BRIGHT. Three thousand dollars a year. 

Mr. HUNTER. And this proposition is to 
raise them to $4,000. 

Mr. RUSK. Some of them are only getting 

2,560. 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey. I offer an 
amendment to include the Assistant Secretaries 
of State and the Treasury. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I believe those officers are 
now getting $4,000 each annually. 

Mr. ‘THOMSON, of New Jersey. I beg the 
Senator’s pardon; they get but $3,000. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I cannot consentto that amend- | 


ment. 
The amendment tothe amendment was rejected. 


Mr. HUNTER. "I ask for the yeas and nays 
on the original amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BUTLER. ‘I have not said a word here- 
tofore on this subject; but I say that the class of 
persons who are willing to take these offices, which 
do not require very high intellectual endowments, 
are very well content to take them at the present 
salaries, and I do not think they ought to get more. 
‘They now ask the same salary that the judges of 
the Supreme Court but a very short time ago re- 
ceived. I think they are asking too much. 


Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey. I desire to | 


say,upon reference to the Blue Book, that $3,000 


is the salary of the Assistant Secretaries of State | 


and the Treasury, as I stated, and not $4,000. 


Will not some gentleman who voted in the affirm- | 


ative move a reconsideration of the vote by which | 


the Senate rejected the amendment to the amend- 
ment? 

Mr. WELLER. I make that motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
now is on the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I! have moved the amendment 
giving to the heads of bureaus $4,000, because I 
thought that amount was no more than they were 
entitled to. ‘That is about the increase on their 
compensation that has been given the officers of 
the Government generally. If the Senator from 
New Jersey is correct as to the amount of salary 
received by the Assistant Secretaries of State and 
the Treasury, I will accept his amendment. 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey. Here it is. 
I will read the law if it is desired. 

Mr. PUGH. Itis so in the Blue Book. 


Mr. BRIGHT. Then I have no objection to | 


the amendment. I accept it. 


The question being taken on the amendment | 


as modified, resulted—yeas 22, nays 19; as fol- | 


jows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Allen, Benjamin, Bright, Brodhead, 
Douglas, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Houstoa, Iverson, 
James, Jones of Tennessee, Pugh, Rusk, Seward, Slidell, 
Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, Toombs, Weller, Wright, 
and Yulee—. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Bell of Tennessee, Biggs, But- 
ler, Clay, Evans, Fish, Foster, Geyer, Harlan. Ha 
Jatmsoh, Mallory, Mason, Nourse, Reid, Trumbull, Wade, 
and Wilson—19. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SEWARD. When I was on the floor 
before, I sent up to the Chair an amendment 
which I ask may now be acted on. It is to in- 
sert: 

For deepening the channe! of the Potomac river between 
the Long Bridge and Georgetown, so as to give sufficient 
depth of water for vessels to cross the bar at low tide, 
agreeably to the recommendation of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, $12,000. 

I have notice that the honorable Senator the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance will op- 


pose this amendment; and I must, therefore, beg 


nter, | 


‘| the rates of increase of the compensation of the 


| committee? 
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|| post office at Key West, Florida, $30,000, with ten per cent, 
It is offered in behalf of the Committee on Com- | for contingencies, and so much as may be necessary for the 


: : purchase of a suitable site for the same. 
merce; and I read in support of it a letter from | 
the Treasury Department: The amendment was agreed to. 


Treasury Department, February 28, 1857. Mr. BENJAMIN. I have one more amend. 

Sir: I have the honor to apprise you that an appropri- ment, from the same committee, to offer, which 
ation is very desirable for the purpose of deepening the || makes no appropriation, butis to remedy a defect 
ganmel ove the bar in the Potomac river,abeve the Long || in the existing consular law. It is recommended 
saan ren a aoe || by the Department of State, which finds itself 


ing Georgetown. | . ’ t 
As the work upon the Treasury extension would be much | embarrassed in carrying out that law. It is to 
| add as an additional section: 


convenienced by this matter, and the landing of the large 
quantities of granite for its use very much facilitated, I re- : ; : , 
spectfully recommend that an appropriation of $12,000 be And be it further enacted, That the President may, if he 
. considers that the public interest will be promoted thereb 
transfer from schedules B and C of the act entitled « An 


made for the purpose, in addition to the $5,000 already ap- 
| act to regulate the diplomatic and consular systems of the 











| 








propriated. 
ae? wp Kener 60 bo, very rospeotnys ae United States,” approved August 18, 1855, any consulate 
’ Secretary of the Treasury. or commercial agency named therein to the class of con- 
? : _ ; sulatés or commercial agencies not embraced in said sched- 
Hon. R. M. T. Huwrer, Chairman of the Committee on || yie, and the consular officers appointed to such offices 
shall receive for their compensation such fees as may be 


Finance, Senate. 
collected thereat; and that the twenty-first section of saiq 
| 








I have also a letter from A. H. Bowman, the 
superintendent of the Treasury extension, who 

| Says: 

‘* As a measure of economy in the delivery of the mate- 
rials for the construction of the Treasury extension alone, 
the amount called for, for deepening the channel above the 
Long Bridge, would be well expended.’’ 


Mr. HUNTER. We have put upon this bill 
almost everything, and now we are to have appro- 
priations put upon it for clearing out rivers. I 
| do not know that the river and harbor bills will | 
not be put upon this bill before we have finished 
it. We have appropriated largely and lavishly 
for this District, an it seems to me that some 
| stop should be put to them. Are we to go on 
sai alae out the Potomac river? Is that a part 
of our legitimate province and sphere? Is ita 
| suitable appropriation to put on this bill, and is 
| this a proper time to be selected to press such an | 
amendment? I ask the Senator from New York 
if he thinks this amendment ought to be put on 


such a bill as this, wi > : “had : 
euch bil s thi, wathont any debate of OtPe | our moat valuale consuls it we init onthe 
; P 7 taking salaries without doing business as mer- 


I knew if I did so it would be impossible to carry || os 
this bill through. I have seen many things go Selon, Seaaeanreny of State Sade is ieapossi- 
upon it that were very much against my judg- || PN 

ment and opinion, and which, if there was time, iaaiota apreet he eee " Mma = 
ought to have and would have been opposed; but || p scian port where we shall materially suffer if 


it seems it is only necessary to send an amend- 
: mee , -, || we do not keep the present occupant, and allow 
ment to this bill to the Secretary’s table, and it him to do business. I allude to Mr. Riley. 


is adopted. If this amendment be adopted, I 

know not what will come next. There are a thou- The amendment was agreed to, 

sand other appropriations that might as justly Mr. BENJAMIN. 1 ought to have stated for 

and as properly be placed on this bill as the one the information of the Senate that that same 
; amendment repeals the twenty-first section of the 


offered by the Senator from New York. é f 
Mr. SEWARD. Ihave only one word to say consular act which forbids the payment of fees or 
salary to any consul who is not a citizen of the 


|in reply. If thisamendmentis not just and right ’ ft 1 
and wise as a measure of economy, and necessary United States. I wish to call attention to that 


| 
at this time, then the superintendent of the Treas- amendment. The Secretary of State also says, 
ury extension ought to be dismissed, and the in relation to that section of the law, that in east- 


act of the 18th of August, 1856, be, and the same is hereby, 
repealed. 

Mr. HUNTER. I wish to know whether the 
amendment is designed to allow the President to 
raise the salaries at pleasure, or to transfer the 
consulates from a lower to a higher schedule? 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I will explain it in a mo- 
ment. The object of the amendment is just the 
|| contrary to that supposed by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Virginia. The schedules B and C of 
the consular act of last session are schedules of 
|| consulates which are paid by salaries. The other 
| consulates are paid a fees. The Secretary of 

State reports that there are a number of consuls 
| at the consulates, whom it is very important the 
United States should keep as officers, who refuse 
to give up their business and take salaries, but 
are willing to remain as consuls if they are paid 
by fees, and are allowed to continue their busi- 
ness as merchants. He finds it especially to be 
the case in Russian ports, where we shall lose 








Secretary of the Treasury, who administers that || ern countries, and in Russia, it is impossible to 
branch of the Government with so much ability || find American citizens to fill the consulates. It 
and satisfaction to the public, is totally unfit for || 18, therefore, necessary to repeal that provision. 
the trust he holds. After we have raised the sal- No further amendment being proposed, the bill 
aries of public officers, the honorable Senator || W@S reported to the Senate as amended, and the 
from Virginia objects to this measure, which is amendments were concurred in, and ordered to 
_ presented by the administrator of the public Treas- || be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third time. 
| ury as a matter of economy. It was read the third time and passed. 


he amendment was rejected, MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


_ Mr. YULEE, The Senate afew moments ago || A message from the House of Representatives, 
increased the salaries of chiefs of bureaus. [ || by Mr. Cuntom, its Clerk, announced that the 
propose now to do a similar act of justice to the tea had passed the following bills and joint res- 
more humble workers in the executive Depart- || olution of the Senate: 
ments. I send for that purpose an amendment A resolution (No. 52) for the return to the land 
to the Chair, and with it a table which will show || office atVincennes, Indiana, of certain deeds trans- 
mitted to the General Land Office by the board 
of commissioners appointed under the act ‘to 
ascertain and adjust the titles to certain lands in 
the State of Indiana,’ approved July 27, 1854. 

A resolution (No. 56) allowing Commander 
Henry J. Hartstene, of the United States Navy, 
Lieutenant S. D. Trenchard, Master Morrison, 
and the petty officers and crew of the steamer 
Vixen, to accept certain tokens of acknowledg- 
ment from the Government of Great Britain; 

A bill (No. 496) for the relief of James D. 
Johnston; f 

ae (No. 320) for the relief of Martin Fen- 
wick; . 

A bill (No. 593) to divide the State of Missourt 
into two judicial districts; . 

A bill (No. 537) for the relief of Captain Al- 
exander Montgomery, an assistant quartermaster 
of the United Army; and 

A bill (Nb. 110) ania to the several States 


| employés of the Government, to such gentlemen 
as shall choose to. examine it. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. Doesit not come from any 





Mr. YULEE. No, sir. 

| Mr. HUNTER. Then I raise the question of 

| order. 

| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amend- 
ment not being reported from any committee the 
Chair rules it out of order. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. In presenting the amend- 
| ments of the Committee on Commerce this morn- 
| ing, l inadvertently omitted one for the completion 
| of the United States court-house and post office 
/at Key West, which was recommended by the 
| Department, and ought to have been reported at 
i] wv same time as the other amendments. It is to 
| add: 


For the completion of a United States court-house and 
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the swamp and overflowed lands selected under 
the act of September 28, 1850, and the act of 
March 2, 1849. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
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i 7 2 : y r <7 : z 5 | 
| sureties of D. M. F. Thornton, late a purser in | 


'| the Nav 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore signed the fol- || 


lowing enrolled bills: 
An act for the relief of Martin Fenwick; 
An act for the relief of James D. Johnston; 


An act for the relief of Captain Alexander | 


Montgomery, an assistant quartermaster of the 
United States Army; 

An act for the relief of Joseph Graham; 

An act to divide the State of Missouri into two 
iudicial distticts; 

A resolution allowing Commander Henry J. 
Hartstene, of the United States Navy, Lieuten- 
ant S. D. Trenchard, Master Morrison, and the 


petty officers and crew of the steamer Vixen, to | 


accept certain tokens ofacknowledgment from the 
Government of Great Britain; and 

A resolution for the return to the land office at 
Vincennes, Indiana, of certain deeds transmitted 


of the United States. It has already | 
passed the Senate twice, and has now passed the 


| House of Representatives, and I hope it will be | 


considered at once. 
There being no objection the Senate proceeded, | 
as in Committee of the@Whole, to consider the 


'} bill. In conformity with the principle of the re- 


| port of the Committee on the Judiciary made on 


the 26th of July, 1854, it releases J. H. F. Thorn- 
ton, Lawrence Taliaferro, and Hay.T. Taliaferro, 


| from their liabilities as sureties on bonds of D. 
| M. F. Thornton, late a purser in the Navy, ex- 
| ecuted on the 3d of December, 1840, and on the 


30th of March, 1846. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 


| third time, and passed. 


to the General Land Office by the board of com- | 
missioners appointed under the act ‘‘to ascertain || 


and adjust the titles to certain lands in the State 
of Indiana,’’ approved July 27, 1854. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. MALLORY, from the committee of con- | 


ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the bill (H. R. No. 633) making appropria- 
tions for the naval service for the year ending 
June 30, 1858, submitted a report, recommending 
that the Senate recede from its second, eighth, 
thirteenth, eighteenth, twenty-first, and twenty- 


third amendments; that the House of on | 


concur | : 
| to the Committee on Commerce. 


atives recede from its disagreement to, an 
in the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, ninth, 
tenth, eleventh, twelfth, fourteenth, fifteenth, six- 
teenth, seventeenth, nineteenth twentieth ,twenty- 
second, twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, and twenty- 
sixth; that the House of Representatives concur 
in the first amendment of the Senate, with an 
amendment striking out ‘‘ ten thousand’? and in- 
serting ** eight thousand five hundred,”’ and strik- 


| Edward Beale, late Superintendent of Indian Af- 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a message from the President of the United 
States, communicating, in compliance with a res- | 
olution of the Senate, the correspondence between | 
the Treasury and the Interior Departments and | 


fairs in California; which, on motion of Mr. 


| Stuart, was ordered to lie on the table and be | 


| printed. 


HOUSE BILLS. REFERRED. | 
The following bills from the House of Repre- | 


1108 


ee ee 
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S. D. Trenchard, Master Morrison, and the petty 
officers and crew of tis steamer Vixen, to accept 
certdin tokens of acknowledgment from the Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain. _ 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 

The message also announced that the House 
insisted on its disagreement to the amendments of 
the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 635) to supply 
deficiencies in the appropridtions for the service 
of the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1857; 
agreed to the conference asked by the Senate on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses, and had 
appointed, as conferees on the part of the House, 


Messrs. Prinete, CapwaLaper, and Ffarris of 
Maryland. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cuttom, their Clerk, announced that the 
House had agreed to the report of the committee 
of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the amendments of the Senate to the 
bill (A. R. No. 616) making appropriations-for 
the support of the Army for the year ending the 
30th of June, 1858. 


LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The message also announced that the House 
agreed to the report of the committee of confer- 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the amendments of the Senate to’the bill (Hk 


sentatives were severally read twice by their titles, \ R. No. 606) making appropriations for the legis- 


and referred as indicated below: 
A bill (No. 293) to construct a custom-house | 


| and post office at Perth Amboy, New Jersey— | 


ing out *$4,380,449”’ and inserting ‘*$3,855,460;”" || 


that the House of Representatives concur in the 
twenty-seventh Senate amendment, with an 
amendment striking out all after the word ‘‘ Pro- 
vided,’’ and inserting: “ That the acceptance of 
the provisions of this act by any of the said offi- 


cers shall be a full relinquishment and renuncia- |, 
tion of all claim on his part to any further com- |! 


pensation on this behalf from the United States 
Government, and to any position in the Navy of 
the United States.’’ 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to concur in the re- 
port of the committee of conference. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish the latter portion of 
the report again read. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Does the Senator wish 
information in regard to the amendment relating 
to the Texan navy? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I can state the action of 


to the Committee on Commerce. 
A bill (No. 12) for the relief of Moses Noble— 


A bill (No. 29) for the relief of Collier H. | 
Minge, Philip S. Ellicott, and Lucretia A. Bro- 
die, administratrix of Charles Brodie—to the 
Committee on Claims. 

A bill (No. 25) for the relief of Matthew G. 
Emery—to the Committee on Claims. 


CHARLES WATERMAN. 


The bill (H. R. No. 555) to confirm to Charles 
Waterman his title to certain lots in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, was read twice by its title, 


Mr. STUART. That bill simply proposes to 


| release the Government interest in certain lots to 


which the committees of both Houses have de- 
cided it has no title. This is simply to quiet the 


|| titles, and I hope it will be passed at once. 


the committee of conference in regard to it, and | 


perhaps the Senator can better understand it in 
that way. The House of Representatives receded 
from its disagreement to the Senate’s amendment 


respecting the Texas navy. All recollect what || 


that amendment was. They add a proviso to it 

that if those officers accepted the terms proposed 

by the Senate, it should be a relinquishment upon 

the part of those officers to all claims whatsoever, 

aaa to pay or position in the United States 
avy. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is moved 
that the Senate concur in the report of the com- 
mittee of conference. 

The report was concurred in. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cuitom, their Clerk, announced that the 

ouse had passed a bill (H. R. No. 454) for the 
relief of Mark and Richard H. Bean, ef the State 
of Arkansas; in which the concurrence of the 
Senate was requested. 


J. H. F. THORNTON AND OTHERS. 


Mr. BUTLER. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on the Judicfary to report back the bill 
(H. R. No, 339) for the relief of J. H. F. Thorn- 
ton, Lawrence Taliaferro, and Hay. T.Taliaferro, 


Mr. HUNTER. 


I object to the consideration 


| of everything but the appropriation bills. 


Mr. STUART. Thea | hope the bill will not 
be referred; let it lie over. 


THOMAS RHODES AND JEREMIAH AUSTILL. 


The bill (C. C. No. 14) for the relief of Thomas 
Rhodes and Jeremiah Austill was read twice by 
its title. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. 


A similar bill to that 


| one has already passed the Senate. | hope it will 


| by the Senate three times. 








not be referred. 


The bill was laid aside. 


MARK AND RICHARD H. BEAN. 


The bill (H.R. No. 454) for the relief of Mark 
and Richard H. Bean, of Arkansas, was read 
twice by its title. 

Mr. JOHNSON. That bill has been passed 
I hope it will not be 
referred; let it lie over. 

The bill was laid aside informally. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the President of the. United 
States, by Mr. Wessrter, his Secretary, an- 
nounced that the President had approved and 
signed the following acts and resolutions: 

An act for the relief of James D. Johnston; 

An act for the relief of Captain Alexander 
Montgomery, an assistant quartermaster of the 
United States Army; 

A resolution for the return to the land office at 
Vincennes, Indiana, of certain deeds transmitted 
to the General Land Office by the board of ecm- 
missioners appointed under the act ‘* to ascertain | 
and adjust the titles to certain lands in the State | 
of Indiana,”’ approved July 27, 1854; and 

A resolution allowing Commander Henry J. 


| Hartstene, of the United States Navy, Lieutenant | 


lative, executive, and judicial expenses of Gov- 
ernment for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1858; further insisted on its disagreement to the 
twelfth amendment of the Senate; agreed to the 
further conference asked for by the Senate, and 
appointed Messrs. Kunke., Boyer, and Mor- 
RILL, conferees on the part of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move that the Senator from 
Connecticut, [Mr. Toucry,] who is unwell, be 
excused from serving on the committee of con- 
ference on the deficiency bill, and that the Sen- 
ator from Texas [Mr. Rusk] be appointed in his 
lace. 

Mr. RUSK. The honorable Senator from Ver- 
mont [Mr. Cottamer] and myself are already 
on that committee. As we are members of the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 
and wish to attend to the mail steamer bill that is 
aboutto be considered, L hope we shali be excused 
and a new committee appointed. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator can attend the 
committee of conference after the mail steamer 
bill is finished. 

Mr. RUSK. The committee of conference on 
the part of the House of Representatives are pow 
waiting; and as the Senator from Verment and 
myself wish to be present during the considera- 
tion of the mail steamer bill, I hope we shall all 
be excused, and another committee appointed in 
our stead. 

By general consent Messrs. Rusk, CottamMer, 
and Toucry were excused from serving on the 
committee; and Messrs. Firzrarrick, Evans, 
and Wabe were appointed. 


MAIL STEAMER APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Finance to report back the bill (H. R. 
No,637) making apirogesCems for the transpor- 
tation of the United States mail, by ocean steam- 
ers and otherwise, during the fiscal year endin 
the 30th of June, 1858, without amendment. i 
move that the Senate now proceed to the consid- 
eration of the bill. 

Mr. STUART. I hope the Senator will allow 
the House private bills on the table to be passed. 
They will not take five minutes. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope they will not be taken 
up. They should not have priority over the other 
private bills on the Calendar. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 1 beg leave to make a sug- 
gestion to the Senator from Michigan. There 
are some thirty or forty private bills from the 
House of Representatives that have been here 
for two or three weeks, and have been reported 
upon by our committees I propose that they 
be taken up in their order. Nine tenths of them 
will admit of no debate or discussion. If that 


| course be pursued, we shall avoid any trouble 


about the precedence of one bill over another. 
Mr. HUNTER. Let me suggest to gentlemen 












that this is the last appropriation bill, and that 
when we have finished this one, I will be out of | 
the way. ‘They can then consider these private | 
bills. [**Agreed, agreed.’’} 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Virginia. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to 
consjder the bill (H. R. No.,637) making epee 
yriations for the transportation of the United 
States mail by ocean steamers and otherwise, 
during the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1858. ; 

The Secretary proceeded to read the bill. 

Mr. RUSK. I move that by unanimous con- 
gent the reading of the bill be dispensed with. I 





| legislation. 


| same condition. 


‘ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


contract for corrying the mail on the western 
coast, called the Harris contract, was a special 
contract. All these contracts were made by acts 
of the National Legislature, specifically’ naming 
the amount and party. Those were legislative 


contracts; but the gentleman is mistaken in sup- 
| posing that the contract with this Bremen line 


was such a one. It n@Ver was set up by special 
It was set up by the Postmaster 
General, Mr. Johnson, under the act of 1845, to 
which the gentleman alluded. The carrying of 
the mails on that line is paid for out of the post 
office money, and is under post office regulation. 
The Havana line, called the Isabel line, is in the 
The contracts with those lines 
have not been in their inception, and are not now, 
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turn out well; but if we are to go on with the old 
system of making legislative contracts, and giving 
monopolies to individual companies, his reform 
will come to nothing; it is impossible any good 
can arise from it; and we shall have forced upon 
us the same old system by which we are granting 
money to enable one portion of the navigating 
interest to crowd out the other from the seas. 
How can those who are carrying on the occupa- 
tions of commerce stand up against such compe- 
tition as this, papers by the Treasury of the 
United States? [understand that the navigatin 

interest of the country is already seriously affected 
by this rivalry which we have forced upon it; that 
the steamships which are subsisting upon the 


ql 


moneys voted to them out of the Treasury of the 


suppose everybody has read it, and never have been, contracts ordered by Con- 


United States are beginning to take away from ing 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It requires || gress. An advertisement for bids was made by || others the freights, which otherwise would be and 
unanimous consent to dispense with the reading || Mr. Johnson, then Postmaster General, to carry || carried by those who have to depend on their lat 
of the bill. The Chair hears no objection; and || the mail on these lines. These companies came |} own means and their own exertions. I had hoped eral 
the reading is dispensed with. | in with proposals which were accepted, and a || that when the notice was given to the Collins nor 
Mr. RUSK. have an amendment from the || contract was made with them under the act of || line, it was evidence that we intended to retrace fixe 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads to || 1845. our steps, and to return to that system which left kn 
ingert as a new section: | Mr. BENJAMIN. Let the amendment be || every interest to fair competition, and to be sus- per 
For the transportation of the mails in two steamships, \| read. tained by its own exertions. If we renew this unt 
from New York, via Southampton, to Bremen and back, Mr. BRODHEAD. I presume the contract can || contract, however, it will follow that all the others fac’ 
at $100,000 for each ship, and in two steamships from New || be continued under the same law by which it was || will be renewed, and we shall not only have the the 
York, vin Cowes, to Havre and back, at $75,000 for each || made. I ask for the reading of the amendment, || old lines renewed, but we shall have new ones aug 
ship, under contract with the Ocean Steamship Company || : ; ae 2 ° ° . 
at New York, @350,000: and the Postmaster General is || tO See how it will differ from the law of 1845, now || started from every port in the United States; for by 
hereby authorized to renew such contracts with said com- || on the statute-book. it is impossible, if this should be fastened on us ha 
pany for aterm not exceeding ten years at a sum not ex- The Secretary again read it. as a system, but that other cities in the Union I 
SED ME Gras ander she present enya. | Mr. BRODHEAD. It designates the parties, || will insist on their share. Philadelphia, Balti- off 
The contract which is alluded to in the amend- || and it designates the sum they are to receive. || more, Charleston, New Orleans, sal sir, Nor- Off 
ment expires in June next; and the Postmaster | Now, 1 propose to read the act of 1845, and to || folk, will all insist upon having some portion of of 
General has requested that authority be given to || show that that law is sufficient: the bounties of the onenaiaant which are thus ws 
him to continue the service for one year. The ||  « Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives || given to one class of navigators upon the ocean, = 


committee, in making the report, concluded that || 


it would be better to insert *‘ not exceeding ten 
years.’’ This is a line that comes nearer than any 
other to paying its expenses, and, in all proba- 
bility, will more than pay them hereafter. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question | 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Texas. 
Is the Senate ready for the question? 

Mr. HUNTER. Iam not ready for the ques- 


in Congress assembled, That the Postmaster General of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized, under the 
restrictions and provisions of the existing laws, to contract 
for the transportation of the United States mail between 
any of the ports of the United States and a port or ports of 
any foreign Power, whenever, in his opinion, the public in- 
terest will thereby be promoted ; and it shall be his duty to 
report to the next ensuing Congress a copy of each of said 
contracts, with a statement of the amount of postage derived 
under the same, as far as the returns of the Department will 
enable him todo. And such contracts may be made, if it 





and which are not only given to one portion of 
the navigating interest, but given to certain favorite 
places within the United States. If we mean to 
return to the former system, which is a system 
of equity and justice, we must stop where we are, 
and refuse tomake any more of these special con- 
tracts, leaving the foreign mail service to be sup- 

orted, as was the mail formerly within the 

nited States, by whatever could be made by 


tion. I was called out of the Chamber to attend | See as ee eee ~ +! nage ae carrying the mail. Having done that, let us leave 

a committee of conference, and I must ask the specs a Me Te them, like all others, to be supported by their 

favor to hear the amendment again read. | “Sec. 2. And bet further enacted, Thatall such contracts || own labors and their own exertions. -_ 
Mr. RUSK. It proposes to authorize the Post- || shall be made with citizens of the United States, and the Mr. COLLAMER. I shall not detain the the 

master General to renew the contract with the || proconh! ne eenenoned fe Duane, sees amen Senate long; but as this is an important subject, oe 

Havre and Bremen line, for a term not exceeding || of this act, besides the usual stipulations for the right ofthe || 1 desire to say a few words upon it. However oa 

ten years. If the Senator desires to hear it, it || Postmaster General to discontinue the same, shall contain |} we may view it, and however we may regard a 

can be again read. It makes an appropriation || the further stipulation that it may, at any time, be term: || some features of this policy, the undisguised truth 3 

for the expense of the transportation of the mail. inated by a joint resolution of the two Houses of Congress. ris 


is, that Great Britain has established ninety-one 
mail lines in different directions, checkering all y 
the present commercial world. She is thus sub- 
sidizing the commerce of the world. She does it 


The Postmaster General requests it. That is a better law, in my opinion, than the 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Sen- || measure now proposed. We aill recollect the 
ator ask for the reading of the amendment ? | statement of the Senator from Florida [Mr. Mat- 


Mr. HUNTER. No, sir. | Lory] last evening as to the result of our legisla- || in the form and guise of promoting steam mail a 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I understand that this is | tive contracts for docks. It is contrary to prin- || service, but really with a view to command the on 
an amendment to renew the special legislative || ciple, it is violative of the sound rules of wisdom, || commerce of the world. Bi 
contracts for carrying the mail. I suppose this || to have these contracts made by the Legislature. Gentlemen speak of menrunning aline of steam- a 
is one of a series that is to be offered; and now | When they are so made, there is no responsi- || ships on any track of commerce between two im- 
the question is to be decided to-night whether we || bility forthem. If there is to be any huckstering portant points across the Aelantic by individual a 
are going to have legislative contracts for carrying || and dealing with contractors, it should be done enterprise. While there are lines sustained be- ha 
the mail to different countries. Mr. President, | || not by Congress but by an executive officer under || tween the same points, contributed to by the car 
am opposed to these legislative contracts. I was | the law of 1845, which I have read. I do not || British Government, no individuals could pos- wi 
opposed to the Collins line, and to the establish- || Wish to occupy time. I have always been op- || sibly endure such a rivalship. Some attempts I 
ment of this line. It is no longer an experiment. || posed to these legislative contracts. They have || have been made by Mr. Vanderbilt and others; clu 
The carrying of the mail can be thrown open to || "ot added to the character of Congress; they have’|| pyt those lines are very soon abandoned. The car 
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competition. We have a law now on the statute- 
book that authorizes the Postmaster General to | 
do exactly what this amendment proposes to do. 
It is the act of 1845. If contracts are to be fifade, 
my opinion is, and always has been, that the 
a person to do it is an executive officer. | 
‘his is not the place to make contracts. You | 
should authorize them to be made, if they are to 
be made at all, by an executive officer. 

Mr. RUSK. fom the Senator will state the 
amendment correctly. It does not make a con- 
tract with anybody; it is only to authorize the 
Postmaster General to enter into the contract if 
he sees proper to do so. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I understand it to direct 
a contract to be made with certain parties for a 
certain number of years. 

Mr, COLLAMER. If the Senator will indulge 
me a momentI will set him right about it. There 
are a set of contracts for carrying the mails by 
steamcrs which are legislative contracts, in the 
sense the gentleman meav.s. The Collins con- 
tract was one of that kind. The contract for car- | 
rying the mail from New York to Aspinwall, | 
called the Sloo contract, is one of that kind. The 
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been injurious to the country. 

Mr. HUNTER. I thought the sentiment of 
Congress had been expressed often enough to in- 
duce the Senator from Texas to refrain from pre- 
senting such a proposition as this. 

Mr. RUSK. I will inform the Senator from 
Virginia that I have received this letter from the 
Postmaster General: 

* Post Orrice DeraRTMENT, 
* Wasnineton, February 27, 1857. 


** Sir: It being of the greatest importance to the foreign 
postal service of the United States that the steamship 
communication between New York and Bremenhaven, via 
Southampton, and between New York and Havre, via 
Southampton, should be continued ffom and after the Ist 
of June next, the date of the expiration of the contract with 
the Ocean Steam Navigation Company, I inclose herewith 
the draft of a section providing for the continuance of the 
existing United States mail steamship service between those 
points for the term of one year from the lst of June, 1857.’’ 


Mr. HUNTER. I thought the Senator from 
Texas had commenced another system. On his 
motion, we ingrafted on the appropriation bill 
which has just gone to the other House a pro- 
vision allowing these mail steamer companies to 
take what they could make by the mails, as I 
thought a very valuable provision—one that might 


idea of sustaining them is altogether futile. The 
British Government, you may say, have already 
almost a monopoly of the carriage of light and 
valuable goods, now carried mainly in the British 
steamers and the Collins steamers and the Bremen 
steamers. The Bremen line, which was set up 
under the att of 1845 by the Post Office Depart- 
ment, has been a very improving one. _ Its post- 
ages have very much increased. The amount of 
commerce from Bremen to this country has, 
since the establishment of that line, run up from 
$3,000,000 to $16,000,000 a year. Now, we are 
simply to say that we must give up all the valu- 
able carrying trade of the world into the hands 
of Great Britain as a monopoly, unless this Gov- 
ernment will contribute something towards the 
assistance of the steam navigation of the ocean. 
Ido not say that the policy should go on, oF 
should not go on; but wn it to be regarded, 
from this day, as a matter distinctly understood 
by those who have had occasion to examine |'!— 
as the chairman of our Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads has had—that one of two 
things must happen: Great Britain must monop- 
‘olize all the e commerce of the world, oF . 


